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A Photographer to the Music Legends
Dave Nelson

West Lebanon’s John Lee recalls a star-studded career

At age 71, professional photographer John Lee is now retired and living at the Quail Hollow 
Senior Living Community in West Lebanon, NH. When he sits down to reminisce about 
his fascinating career as a professional photographer, musician and graphic designer, he 

not only invokes fond memories, but shares stunning photographs of some of the giants of the 
music industry.

After working in Nashville, Tennessee for 37 years John had established himself as the “go-to 
guy” when it came to photographing the 
national music scene and its giant super stars. 
Who else could state that they had lunch with 
the late Elvis Presley and his manager Colonel 
Tom Parker? How about the ability to call 
Country Western music legend Willy Nelson a 
personal friend? It was a breath-taking career 
that often took more turns than a Vermont 
scenic back road.

“I always had an interest in photography and 
considered it a real art form,” John explained. “I 
completed Art School at the New Phoenix 
School of Design in New York and got hired as 
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Frank Orlowski

The recent closing of Lebanon 
College was a blow to Lebanon, 
and the Upper Valley.  For over 

50 years, area residents enrolled in a 
wide range of courses through the 
now-closed school. Whether taking a 
class for personal enrichment, or to 
enter a program of study for a change 
of career, Lebanon College was a 
good, local alternative for prospective 
students. 

Despite the school’s expansion in 
the late 2000s with the purchase of 
the former Shoetorium building 
downtown, recent years saw a 
slowdown in enrollment at the 
school. With a debt level of over $2 
million, the decision to close down 
operations became unavoidable in 
the summer of 2014.  Further classes 
were cancelled, and the school’s 
facilities on the Mall in Lebanon 
were soon vacated.

Enter River Valley Community College into the picture. The college, with its main campus 
in Claremont, and a satellite campus in Keene, began looking at the prospect of offering classes 
in Lebanon. Dr. Alicia Harvey-Smith, president of River Valley Community College (RVCC), 
said area business and community leaders reached out to her institution to discuss the possibility 

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 14

Our New City Manager
Dave Nelson

Dennis Luttrell is Focused on the Future

The late, great baseball legend, Yogi Berra, was attributed 
with the following quote: “If you come to a fork in the 
road, take it!”

Dennis Luttrell took over as the new City Manger of 
Lebanon, NH on September 1, 2015 replacing Greg Lewis. 
Part of his decision-making process to take that position 
involved a life altering choice. At age 66, Dennis was contem-
plating the lure of retirement vs. extending a rewarding career 
that had brought 
h i m  m u c h 
satisfaction and 
success. He had 
r e s i g n e d  h i s 
position as Town 
Administrator in 
Somerset, MA after 
serving in that 
capacity for seven 
years. He was at a 
point where he and 
his wife, Beverly 
Hilliard, had to 
focus intently on 
the next phase of 
their lives.

 Serving the City of Lebanon, N.H.  Holiday 2015 

RVCC Opening in Lebanon

Elder Profile: John Lee
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Continued on page 20 Dennis Luttrell

Photographer John Lee

Dr. Alicia Harvey-Smith and recruiter Eric Murdoch at the Ava 
Gallery in Lebanon for the Community Open House
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MSB Spotlight: City Center Ballet

Seventeen years ago, Linda Copp 
had a tough time keeping dancers 
in the Lebanon Ballet School from 

leaving the area. Students looking for 
performance experience or advanced 
training often had to move to New York or head to private schools after 
attending the Lebanon school.

“There were young people in the school who really wanted to go on and pursue 
ballet. We would lose them,” said Copp, the director of Lebanon Ballet School.

“They needed performance experience, so we formed City Center Ballet,” 
Copp – a lifelong ballet dancer herself – explained. “Mascoma Savings Bank 
stepped right up and made that possible. No one has surpassed them in their 
contributions,” Copp said.

City Center Ballet, of which Copp is artistic director, opened in 1999 as a 
non-profit ballet company, producing both classical and repertory ballets. For 
each of the ballet’s seasons, MSB has been a supporter, both through grants and 
corporate funding.

“We have had 
corporate funding 17 years 
from them,” Copp said. 
“They have been our main 
underwriter. I’m not sure 
we would’ve made it 
without them.”

Samantha Pause, senior 
vice president of 
marketing at MSB, said 
the arts are an “economic 
driver” for Lebanon, 
giving people “a reason to 
visit here and to live here.

“They help make the 
community vibrant, which  
in turn helps our local 
economy,” said Pause.

As a trained dancer, 
Copp understands the 
commitment her students make to attend classes and perform in CCB’s 
productions.

“These young people give up a lot,” she said. “To be here 5 days a week, into 
the evening, to give up their Saturdays: it’s not exactly simple; they’ve got to 
figure it out.”

Students who can commit, she said, receive benefits beyond just the 
instruction. There is often the opportunity to work with guest artists and 
choreographers, thanks to grant funding from MSB.

“A lot of connections are made through CCB, and a lot of young people go 
to New York City to dance via connections they’ve made through these guests,” 
Copp said.

Each year, Copp takes a look at the areas within her upcoming productions 
that might need extra support, and submits grant proposals to MSB. For the 
2015 performance of Clara’s Dream: A Nutcracker Story, extra dancers were 
needed, and a grant from the MSB Foundation provided the finances needed 
to bring additional ballerinas in.

“Linda and her company are an amazing gem in Lebanon that more people 
need to become aware of,” Pause said. “The quality of the performances and the 
amazing skill of the dancers are so much more than one would expect. City 
Center Ballet not only provides a wonderful opportunity for local dancers, they 
give our local community an opportunity to view this art form at a high level 
in our own backyard.” n   – Meghan Oliver

Editor’s Note:
The Lebanon Times is delivered to your mailbox each quarter, 
no subscription or payment necessary. It’s our privilege to bring 
you all the good news we can. Our mailing sponsor, Mascoma 
Savings Bank, makes this possible. We’re pleased to have their 
continued support behind our community newspaper.

Bushway
Insurance

Auto • Home • Business
Deciding on an insurance carrier  

can be complicated and sometimes confusing.

You need someone who will provide 

insight, service, and respect.

You want a company that will 

always be there when you need them.

802-785-4843
www.bushwayinsurance.com

Route 5, East Thetford, VT

Witherell Recreation Center
Pool/Fitness Center

1 Taylor Street, Lebanon

603.448.6477   www.joinccba.org

2-Month Gift Membership just $139
10-Visit Punch Card just $99  •  10 days for $15
Gift certificates in any denomination!

Convenient, Community, Fun... CCBA! 

Give the Gift of Health at the CCBA
SALE

December 
1st-24th

Linda Copp oversees Zoe Liebold, Meredith Cocklin, and 
Salome Shubitidze.



The Redpath Difference
Upper Valley Real Estate’s Finest

Coldwell Banker Redpath & Co., Realtors® has more than 30 years of experience in
Upper Valley real estate. Our unparalleled dedication to customers & clients has
earned us a reputation for quality, integrity, and extraordinary service in NH & VT.

Every member of the Coldwell Banker Redpath & Co. family puts customer & client
satisfaction above all else. Our convenient Hanover, NH office is staffed with a
full-time professional team of real estate agents, support services, a marketing
department, a concierge and are all managed by a full-time broker/manager.

Coldwell Banker Redpath & Co., Realtors®

8 West Wheelock Street | Hanover, NH 03755
Office 603.643.6406 | www.cbredpath.com

Our Exceptional Services Include:
Our Dedicated Agents  •  Full Time Support Team

Concierge Services  •  Marketing Services 
VIP Membership  •  Courtesy Moving Van 

Previews Luxury Property Marketing •  Full Market Focus
Referral Services  •  Home Protection Plan

Scan This QR Code To See The Latest 
Homes For Sale In Lebanon

Comprehensive Online Listing Distribution To Over 300 Websites!
Including:
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The holiday season is fast approaching. I don’t know about you, 
but I can always feel a heightened excitement and energy this time 
of year. I won’t pretend that it’s always super upbeat energy, but the 

feeling is definitely in the air.
When I started the Lebanon Times over 2 years ago (Wow, time flies!), people asked 

me, “Why Lebanon?” “Why not Hartford or Sunapee?” Simple. I could feel the “vibe” 
in and around Lebanon and I just knew it was right.

This issue oozes that same energy and “vibrancy” that long-time West Lebanon 
resident, Dianne Estes, talks about when she answered the question, “Describe Lebanon 
in a word or short phrase,” on the Meet Your Neighbor page. Just stop and think about 
these examples: two women making it their mission to bring back the fountains (page 
10); citizens and civic organizations getting together to bring back a higher learning 
institution to the community (cover); a new City manager who loves the energy and 
commitment of its residents (cover); fascinating people who’ve seen the stars (read 
about John Lee, cover); women and men making a positive global impact (page 8)… 
the City of Lebanon is the place to be and we are here to capture it all!

With that in mind, please contact us with story ideas about people, organizations or 
events you think we all should know about… even if it’s your neighbor! This is your 
community paper and we want to capture and share the vibrancy that abounds!

Happy holidays and beyond! – Jen MacMillen

Correction: In the Fall 2015 edition of the Lebanon Times, we mistakenly attributed a quote in the 
SAVES Spotlight on page 22 to Dr. Dan Kelly. Kristi Cablay, IVG Hospitals Regional Hospital 
Director should have been credited with the quote. We apologize for our error.  

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Published quarterly by Village Green Publishing, Inc.
Jennifer MacMillen

publisher@villagegreenpublishing.com • office: 802-698-8184
PO Box 104 • White River Junction, VT 05001
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Dave Nelson 
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PRINTING: Stillwater Graphics, Williamstown, VT

Printed on Rolland Opaque 30 with 30% post consumer fiber, manufactured using biogas energy, with soy inks.
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without express written permission from the publishers.
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Special thanks to various
volunteers who provide
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Betsey Child
Cindy Heath
Dave Nelson
Molly O’Hara

Meghan Oliver
Frank Orlowski
Donnie Perkins
Ruth Sylvester

Gift certificates for AVA classes 
make great holiday presents!

SAVE THE DATE:
DECEMBER 5 
11AM–4PM

AVA’S OPEN HOUSE!

Featuring the Work of 
100+ AVA Artists

PAINTING  
DRAWING

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 SCULPTURE

JEWELRY  
FINE CRAFTS

On display 
through December 24

ANNUAL HOLIDAY  
EXHIBITION & SALE

AVA GALLERY AND ART CENTER
11 Bank Street, Lebanon, NH 03766 
603.448.3117 • www.avagallery.org

71 Depot Street
Williamstown, Vermont

 (802) 433-9898           (800) 545-1634
www.stillwatergraphics.net
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PEOPLE AND PETS

Bella (adult female)  
Domestic Long Hair

Hershey (senior male)  
Labrador Retriever

Take Me Home! These pets and lots more can be viewed at www.uvhs.org/adopt-a-pet.
Find the love of your life at the Upper Valley Humane Society. Young or old, feathered or furry, you’ll find your match at UVHS. 

Aloha (adult female)  
Domestic Medium Hair

Butterscotch (young male)  
American Rabbit

Pi (female puppy)  
Jack Russell Terrier mix

Laura Barrett and Cosmo 
Nottingham Circle, Lebanon

Chris Fields and Jennifer Young with Nica 
Owner of Fields of Vision Eye Care in Lebanon

Jan Stevens with Sadie and Ruby
Spring Street, Lebanon

We Want Your Photos!
To Submit Photos to People & Pets...

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to editor@thelebanontimes.com.
Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

Carla Sandstrom and Daniel Crook with Riley
Stevens Road, Lebanon

Melissa Robinson with Chevy and Ziggy
Hillcrest Drive, Lebanon

Kim and Josh Thompson with Maya
Young Street, Lebanon

Stoney Brook Veterinary Hospital is proud to sponsor the  
People and Pets page because we  know firsthand how strong  

the relationships between people and their pets can be.

88 Riverside Drive, Lebanon NH 03766
603-448-4448 • www.stoneybrookvets.com

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22

TELL US
ABOUT YOUR

UVHS RESCUES!
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Meet Your Neighbor

Dianne Estes 
Johnson Avenue, West Lebanon

Where do you spend most of your time and where 
would you like to spend most of your time?
Working for the Lebanon School District. I would 
like to be... traveling the southwest.

Do you prefer hosting a dinner party, dinner out, or 
take-out in front of a favorite t.v. show or movie?
None of the above, I’d rather spend time making a 
fresh & delicious meal with my husband in our home.

Who was your favorite grammar school teacher and why?
Mrs. Willard  was kind like the perfect grandmother.

If you were to write a book, what type would it be?
Mystery

Describe Lebanon in a word or short phrase.
Vibrant

Which Disney or cartoon character best describes you?
Peppermint Patty

Do you see the forest or the trees?
Forest

To which local business are you most loyal and why?
West Lebanon Supply, because of their 
commitment to the community.

If you could choose a super power to have for a day, 
which would you choose and how would you use it?
I’ve always wanted to fly. I’d give people a lift if I 
saw them carrying their groceries

What is your favorite quote?
Live Life With Passion!

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be?
Greece

Do you believe in magic?
Yes, the magic of the human spirit.

Which local institution (civic, business, individual) has 
the most positive impact on the Lebanon community?
Dorothy Byrne

Which local arts organization is your favorite?
Lebanon Opera House, of course!

In which stage of life would you prefer to spend the 
most time and why?
Middle age, because you’ve seen it, done it, and 
maybe/hopefully, learned from it.

Which is your favorite feature in the Lebanon Times?
Elder profile – I love reading about their 
experiences and their memories.

Bruce Pacht 
Mascoma Street, Lebanon

Where do you spend most of your time and where 
would you like to spend most of your time?
I spend a good deal of my time in my home office, 
where I’m very happy.  I enjoy traveling, especially 
through the connections I’ve made as a nearly 
40-year member of Rotary.

Do you prefer hosting a dinner party, dinner out, or 
take-out in front of a favorite t.v. show or movie?
I enjoy making dinner parties for family and friends 
but also enjoy going out for good food prepared by 
someone else. We have plenty of nights at home 
with home-cooked meals or occasional take-in.

Who was your favorite grammar school teacher and why?
My favorite teacher of all time was Lewis E. Love 
who taught physics in our high school. My Great 
Neck (NY) class (1963) is now raising funds to 
endow an annual education award in the Great 
Neck School District to enhance the teaching of 
science at all levels.  Check out our campaign at 
www.gofundme.com/LoveMemorial.

If you were to write a book, what type would it be?
It would be about what I experienced from about 
1967 through 1975, dropping out of graduate 
school, working with others to end the Vietnam 
War, and helping to establish and maintain the 
Wooden Shoe commune in Canaan.

Who is your favorite actor or actress of all time?  
Mel Brooks

Do you see the forest or the trees?
I’m more of a detail guy than a visionary.  

What is your favorite quote?
Rabbi Hillel:  Do not do unto others what you 
would not have them do unto you.  

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be?
Australia. For two months.

Do you believe in magic?
Not at all.

Which local institution (civic, business, individual) has 
the most positive impact on the Lebanon community?
Our schools

Nordic skiing, downhill skiing, snowboarding or snow 
biking?
Hibernating, with an occasional poker game.

Bartolo Governanti 
Lower B Street, Lebanon

Where do you spend most of your time and where 
would you like to spend most of your time?
Most of my time is spent at our new agency, Any 
free time is spent on a golf course or on the lakes.

Do you prefer hosting a dinner party, dinner out, or 
take-out in front of a favorite t.v. show or movie?
Love to cook and entertain.

Who was your favorite grammar school teacher and why?
Mrs. Towel, she was patient and brought tons of 
energy to the classroom.

If you were to write a book, what type would it be?
Science Fiction, I love the unlimited possibilities 
awaiting mankind. 

What is your favorite girl’s name? Boy’s name?
Felicia (step daughter), Polynikes (Spartan warrior)

Describe Lebanon in a word or short phrase.
Unlimited Potential

Which Disney or cartoon character best describes you?
Yosemite Sam

Who is your favorite actor or actress of all time?
Johnny Depp

Do you see the forest or the trees?
Forest

To which local business are you most loyal and why?
I buy local and try to support small local merchants 
and business owners.

If you could choose a super power to have for a day, 
which would you choose and how would you use it?
Flight, so I could travel to other planets

What is your favorite quote?
“Stop and Think.”

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be?
Italy

Which local institution (civic, business, individual) has 
the most positive impact on the Lebanon community?
Lebanon Rotary Club

Nordic skiing, downhill skiing, snowboarding or snow 
biking?
None of the above, prefer wakeboarding or 
windsurfing.

Who is your favorite current sports hero?
Rob Gronkowski

Which local arts organization is your favorite?
Northern Stage
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Santa & Mrs. Claus
are Coming to Town!

Come meet them at the
4th Annual Christmas Festival
Lebanon Masonic Hall, 25 Green Street

December 11, 12 & 13
Fri, 5-8 • Sat, noon-5 • Sun, noon-4

Happy Holidays

Visit with the Clauses
Gifts for the children

Refreshments
Tiny villages with

working scale model of 
Polar Express train

Many decorated trees
of all sizes

Located in New Hampshire’s beautiful Upper Valley
On the Campus of Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital

(603) 448-7458  (603) 442-5970  

Call us today to see how we can help you or a loved one 
celebrate life and get a well-deserved living experience.

www.alicepeckday.org/about/lifecare

Neighborhood lifestyle  •  Luxury amenities  •  Dedicated, caring staff

New England winters are beautiful, but with the snow 
comes a lot of hard work. Shoveling walks, driveways and 
roofs is not only di�cult, but it’s dangerous. It’s time you 
spent your winters enjoying the snow, not dreading 
it—while also taking advantage of all the indoor amenities 
that The Woodlands and Harvest Hill have to o�er. 
 
The Woodlands and Harvest Hill o�er spacious apartment 
style homes for vibrant seniors seeking a supported 
environment that adds to their quality of life and sense of 
security. We take the time to develop personal relationships 
with our residents and are pleased to o�er top-quality care 
in a warm, comfortable atmosphere, where you’re treated 
like part of our family.

Let us do all the winter work for you. 
New England winters are beautiful, but with the snow 
comes a lot of hard work. Shoveling walks, driveways and 
roofs is not only di�cult, but it’s dangerous. It’s time you 
spent your winters enjoying the snow, not dreading 

Let us do all the winter work for you. This winter, just relax.
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GOODNESS InDEED

child). “There are very few traditional 
married couples raising kids,” Janet notes, 
adding that in spite of the difficulty of 
obtaining birth control—a trip to the clinic 
is an all-day matter, and the Depo shots are 
not free—she’s seen some changes in 
birthrates since she started visiting.

In Sous Savanne Janet has collaborated 
with volunteers from Hope Force Interna-
tional, a Christian disaster relief group. HFI 
has focused on building reinforced homes to 
replace collapsed ones. “Houses are the size 
of a bedroom in the States,” says Janet. 
Most of life happens outdoors, except for 
sleeping and storage. In the rainy season 
storms tend to drop a lot of water quickly 
and then move on. Travel is hard, and heat 
and humidity levels surprise New 
Englanders.

Dan Drye, also 
of Lebanon, serves 
on the board of 
Regenesis. He’s 
went down to 
H a i t i  l a s t 
December, his first 
trip there, though 
he lived in Mexico 
for six months. 
“It’s a similar feel 
because of the 

abject poverty,” he says, “but it’s a very different culture.” He can see that Regenesis 
is making a difference, small though it may be. “The people we work with have a 
positive outlook on the business aspect,” he notes, “and they’ve been able to 
encourage others in the village. He and the rest of the Regenesis board are looking 
ahead for more projects. It would be easy, Dan says, to saturate the market for 
paper bead jewelry. What should be next? A Haitian chemical engineer has 
expressed interest in helping develop soaps and shampoos that villagers can 
manufacture. Disposable products could be the way to go.

To see Regenesis crafts, and pictures of participants, visit www.regenesis-
project.org. n

The Gift of Time, Effort, and Attention
Ruth Sylvester

I’d been thinking about Haiti even before 
the [2010] earthquake, looking for 
avenues to do something useful down 

there,” says Lebanon’s Janet Hall. “The 
earthquake just broke my heart.” Before long, 
she made her way to the island nation, to the 
village of Sous Savanne, near the epicenter 
of the quake. “People were living under 
blankets and tarps, because they were afraid 
that what was left would fall,” she recalls. 
Janet was inspired to organize the Regenesis 
Project, a non-profit whose “goal is to work 
alongside of hardworking individuals to help 
them develop a sustainable income.”

With the encouragement and partici-
pation of her Christian community in 
Lebanon, Janet, whose career has largely 
been in food 
service, is finding 
a market for crafts 
produced by a 
h a n d f u l  o f 
Haitians. It’s a 
challenging task 
on many levels. 
“When you go 
down there and 
work, you have to 
take your western 
mindset and flush it down the toilet,” she explains, adding that schedules go on 
relaxed and flexible “Haitian time.” She accepts that “you have to work with 
them where they’re at.” She does not seek to force people into her vision of how 
they should be. She visits Haiti at least twice a year, bringing back handbags, 
paintings, and paper-bead jewelry for sale.

Janet is comfortable working on a small scale. “I’m not out to save the world,” 
she says, “but if I can help one or two people get from point A to point B….” 
Regenesis currently works with about a dozen people in the town of 400. Many 
Haitian women are single parents, prisoners of a cultural breakdown where 
husbands wander, returning home occasionally (and sometimes siring another 

“

Sewing machine has been retrofitted as a treadle machine so it doesn’t need power

FINE FRAMING IS AN ART IN ITSELF

Celebrating

30 Years
Voted BEST

Picture Framing Store
by Valley News

Reader’s Choice Awards.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMES
READY-MADE FRAMES

PHOTO FRAMES
©

Downtown White River Jct.
55 South Main Street

(802) 296-2121
www.junctionframeshop.com

Paper beadsDan Drye Janet Hall
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Cindy Heath

As he does every morning 
except Sunday, Jim Vanier 
opens the “old CCB”, the 

first official community center in the 
City of Lebanon. Jim doesn’t check 
Facebook, email, or his cellphone to 
start the day. Instead he takes time to 
prepare the building to host dozens of 
visitors in a place that has remained 
true to its mission of serving the 
recreational needs of the youth and 
families of Lebanon since it first 
opened in 1919.

In Roger Carroll’s book, Lebanon, 
1761-1994, “the building” hosted 
scores of activities in the early days. 
Banquets, dances, bowling, kickball, 
squirt-gun fights, and of course, 
basketball. And while the gym floor 
has been resurfaced many times, and 
the brick walls have been painted, 
rumor has it that the wooden 
backboards go back almost 100 years. 
Vanier reports that a parent from out 
of town was visiting recently and said 
of the building, “It’s like stepping 
back in time.” When the world 
around us is constantly changing, 
parents and children alike take 
comfort in knowing that the classic 
values of fair play and treating people 
and places with respect are alive and 
well at the old CCB. As Vanier told 
Carroll, “They take care of this place. 
They just watch after each other.” 

As part of the non-profit Carter 
Community Building Association 

GOOD fOR yOU

Healthy By Design

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22  |  More at Dartmouth-Hitchcock.org

such a high quality, affordable facility 
to enjoy. 

According to Curtis Richardson, 
Executive Director of the CCBA, 
“the health and fitness industry has 
changed tremendously” since the 
Witherell Center opened in 1987. 
From a focus on simply making 
equipment and facilities available 
with minimal programming, to a 
sizable expansion in the personal 

training industry, complete with 
certifications and safety guidelines, 
today’s exercise programs can be 
intense. Richardson emphasizes the 
importance of consulting your doctor 
and educating yourself on what’s 
available before launching an exercise 
program. “Many people prefer the 

energy and social experience of a 
fitness class like Zumba, CrossFit or 
Insanity to working out alone”, says 
Richardson. “A new trend in personal 
training includes nutrition counseling 
and a focus on lifestyle changes - a 
more holistic approach.” 

As a non-profit, raising money is 
part of the CCBA’s effort to maintain 
financial sustainability and keep 
pace with facility upgrades and 
maintenance. Most recently, a 
successful fundraiser was held to 
replace the main playground at Irene 
Decato Memorial Park. There is now 
enough funding to invest the $40,000 
to $50,000 needed to make the 
playground appropriate and safe for 
all ages, including pre-schoolers, as 
well as people with disabilities. As 
Richardson notes, “Every facility has 
an atmosphere, and we are a 
community center. We truly believe 
we are welcoming to a variety of 
ages, social interests, and physical 
activity needs.” 

So whether you want to ‘step back 
in time’ with a visit to ‘the building’ 
or jump around in the latest fitness 
class at the Witherell Center, the 
CCBA is ready for you. What are you 
waiting for? n

Cindy Heath is the former director of 
recreation and parks in Lebanon. She 
is the Executive Director of the national 
non-profit GP RED, and is a fiber artist, 
Master Gardener, and licensed massage 
therapist. 

Patricia Morse, chairman of the board of directors, and executive director Curtis Richardson; Personal training at the Witherell Center; Poolside at the Witherell Center

The ‘old CCB’

(CCBA), the CCB and its companion 
facility, the Witherell Center, provide 
a comprehensive menu of fitness and 
wellness activities indoors and out 
with both membership and drop-in 
options. Among the CCBA’s modern 
amenities are exercise equipment, a 
pool, tennis courts, a walking path, a 
picnic area, and playground space. 
The CCBA has also provided land for 
the successful Lebanon Community 

Gardens, which has several plots for 
people with disabilities. With an 
increased emphasis on active living 
and healthy eating being promoted 
by school officials, doctors, recreation 
professionals, and workplace wellness 
coordinators, the City’s residents and 
visitors are indeed fortunate to have 
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 Dave Nelson

Dedicated Group Restores Lebanon’s Heritage

Priscilla Gosselin and Lindamae Peck are passionate visionaries that are on 
a mission to enhance Lebanon’s image as one of he most picturesque small 
cities in the Granite State.

That mission took one more giant step in October with the installation of a 
beautiful new fountain on the Lebanon Mall to replace the one dismantled in 
1990. The new addition only enhances Lebanon’s image as “The City of 
Fountains” and at last count, between Lebanon and West Lebanon, the total 
number of those charming structures has reached seven.

“We had formed a committee sometime ago and changed the name to The 
Fountain Workers Group to bring back fountains,” Priscilla explained. “This 
project points out the appeal of fountains here and the strong community support 
to have them. I can’t stress enough how important the community support has 
been for this project. It is also important to point out that there was not one cent 
of taxpayer money involved. Through extensive grant writing research, private 

contributions and corporate donations, we raised a total of $78,000.”
The newest fountain sits on the Lebanon Mall adjacent to the Salt Hill Pub 

and the Three Tomatoes Trattoria which offers outdoor patrons a front row seat 
to watch and listen to the flowing water sprayed from bronze turtles and 
dolphins. The symbols used to spray the water have a special relationship with 
Lebanon’s history.

“There used to be a park in part of what is the Lebanon Mall which used to 
feature turtles and dolphins that children could sit on and play around. I recall 
many residents telling me how they used to play on them growing up. We 
wanted to recapture those memories,” said Lindamae. 

While the Lebanon community has embraced the newest addition with open 
arms, that structure is merely the latest on the Fountain Workers Group wish 
list. The hard working group also brought to life the Marion Carter fountain at 
the corner of East Park and Campbell streets, the Colburn Park fountain and 
another on High Street. Priscilla has a fountain on her property on School 
Street. In addition, the City of Lebanon is working to restore another one in the 
Old Pine Tree Cemetery. Next on the list of restoration is the fountain located 
at the Glenwood/Mount Calvary Cemetery at the Storrs Hill Ski Area.

“There is another fountain at the Library in West Lebanon,” Lindamae 
pointed out. “This a very important factor. There has always been a little 
history between Lebanon and West Lebanon but this project on the fountains 

The City of Fountains Once Again
COMMUNITy BUILDING

Point of View
ANNOUNCING

a brand new gift shop
in downtown Lebanon

In the Courtyard Pavilion
45 Hanover Street  • Lebanon, New Hampshire

(603) 727-9636 • pointofviewnh@gmail.com
Open: Monday-Friday, 10-6  •  Saturday & Sunday, 10-4

FOR YOU
& YOUR HOME

SEASONAL GIFTS
TOYS • JEWELRY• APPAREL
STATIONERY • HOME DECOR 

Lebanon Fountain Workers Group representatives Priscilla Gosselin and Lindamae Peck
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includes all of Lebanon. We want to make sure West Lebanon is included in 
this fountain project.”

That history between Lebanon and West Lebanon goes back to the second 
major fire in Lebanon in 1964 that launched a controversial urban renewal 
project that led to the birth of the Lebanon Mall. Partly in defiance of economic 
decline, and partly to a movement by West Lebanon to declare itself an 
independent town, Lebanon re-incorporated in 1958.

Both Priscilla and Lindamae are quick to point out that while their efforts in 
the restoration of fountains were a solid contribution, they were far from alone 
in the effort. 

“The group reached out to the community and they responded with open 
arms. Committee members who worked so hard include Lorraine Morrison, 
Bruce Kimball from Lebanon’s City Public Works Department and City 
Counselor Bill Finn. It was a classic example of just how much this community 
works together.” Priscilla said.

Both took time to praise the dedicated effort by Norwich, Vermont architect, 
Andrew Garthwaite, who resides in Lebanon.

“Mr. Garthwaite was a major factor in this project’s success. His work, especially 
with the contractors involved, was critical. We can’t thank him enough.”

The newest fountain is up and flowing so before the cold weather sets in, 
make sure you visit the Mall and take in its unique beauty. The structure was 
imported from China and is primary made from granite with a 7-foot-diameter 
bowl on a 4-foot pedestal. Another added feature is that it uses recycled water.

“There is a very emotional attachment to the fountains,” stated Priscilla. “It 
feels so good to be around them and the communities’ reaction proves that. 
There is something very special about sitting by a fountain.” n

The Upper Valley’s Law Firm

79 Hanover Street
P. O. Box 388

Lebanon, NH 03766
www.ivylegal.com

Serving the
Lebanon

Community
Since 1978

Discover 

After Work, After School... 

whaleback.com

Winter Camps 

in Dec & Feb!

All Abilities
Ages 6-12

with Olympian
Julia Krass!

Your Mountain
After

All!

THE  B ARRETTE  C ENTER  FOR THE  A RTS

802.296.7000 | WWW.NORTHERNSTAGE.ORG | WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

“Anything can happen if you let it!” •  $15 Anytime Student Tickets Available



Page 12 Holiday 2015 The Lebanon Times

THESE TIMES

Donnie Perkins

Don’tcha love November? 
Those leaves that were on 
fire on all those tree limbs for 

a few weeks last month that made 
out-of-towners go ga-ga now lay in 
pools of water on the ground, and the 
tree limbs that held those blazing 
colors now stand against the dreary 
landscape like gnarled fingers of the 
Wicked Witch Of The West reaching 
for the sky.

Let’s start with the best of 
November: Thanksgiving (DUH)! 
Families reunite with acquaintances 
and friends they haven’t seen since 
forever, cook up copious amounts of 
turkey and ham, the accompanying 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetables 
of all kinds and - depending how your 
preferred holiday beverage equates- 
egg nog- with or without rum. 

 Sounds great, but Thanksgiving 
is the Holy Grail of November. 
There’s no pretty horizons anymore; 
no more trips to Hampton Beach to 
lay on a blanket while the foamy surf 
sprays over you; and Storrs Pond up 
in Hanover is vacant except for an 
occasional fishing pole operator. It 
gets dark about the time the Ellen 
Degeneres show gets started and stays 
dark until that confused rooster 
crows in the morning.

Subtract Thanksgiving, and 

November is an emotional challenge 
– and keep in mind that this is one 
man’s (mine) opinion. My past 
Novembers consist of skipping school 
with a fellow lady student, and 
standing in the stairwell of Mascoma 
Savings Bank for the rest of the day, 
looking out the window overlooking 
the Mascoma River after she chose to 
spend the rest of the day with another 
school skipper we encountered on the 
street, leaving me jilted at the Leb 
Mall. Walking back to Lebanon High 
School after six truant hours to sneak 
aboard my bus home to Plainfield was 
frightening as I kept an eye out for Mr. 
Coutts, the Assistant Principal who 
took great delight in nabbing students 
like me skipping school – I knew if he 
didn’t collar me that day, he would 
the next morning. And he did.

November is also the month I saw 
my high school fantasy girl board her 
bus to Grantham for that dreaded 
Thanksgiving break, in my junior 
year, and wished her a happy holiday. 
I was going into the swamp lands of 
Plainfield where I would read book 
after book to kill the time before I 
could watch her board her Grantham 
bound bus again. She smiled a thank 
you back at me, and I melted into a 
Charlie-Brown-Red-Haired-girl 
puddle as the bus drove away, leaving 
me wondering why November was so 
overrated.

Yeah, November and I don’t get 
along. It goes back a long way, but 
that’s not you, it’s me. November 
could very well be a great month for 
others, but I’m down on it after all 
these years. Hey, EVERY month can’t 
be wonderful. But no matter what I 
am telling you here, ignore me. 

A dreary November doesn’t have 
to be you... and let’s give thanks for 
that! n

Gotta Love Lebanon

Come see us for all of your
Holiday Decorations and Gifts

Christmas Trees * Poinsettias * Wreaths * Garlands * Ornaments
Horticultural Gifts * Garden Decor * Bird Feeders * Wind Chimes * Sundials * more

VISIT OUR STORE, GREENHOUSES,
NURSERY & STONE YARD

220 Mechanic Street • Lebanon
(603) 448-6110

www.longacresnurserycenter.com

On the Common, Lyme, NH
Just 8 miles North of Hanover

Listen to incredible events unfold
as this imaginative and stubborn
man struggled to build a railway to
the top of Mt. Washington in the late 1850’s! This hour-
long, fact-based story is told using drama & song.
To order this audio CD, “The World’s Highest
Whistlestop”, send check for $10 ea.
your name and mailing address, to:
Alaview Music Company
P.O. Box 1134, Enfield, NH 03748

Who built
NH’s famous
Cog Railway?

(includes
mailing),
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plan to further their education in a trade.
The Masonic Hall opens to the public for 

Halloween, and last year they hosted over 400 
children giving them treats of the season. 

The 4th Annual Christmas Festival is being held 
on December 11, 12 and 13 and is open to the public. 
The Masonic Hall will be transformed into the 
magic that is Christmas. The Masons decorate their 
hall with all the trimmings, bake cookies, buy gifts, 
set up electric model trains and tiny villages and 
create a forest of trees. Most important of all, they 
invite Santa and Mrs. Claus to join the festivities 

and they give a gift to every child. Mark Pageau and 
Bill Solari, both members of the Lodge, are credited 
with the vision that is this event and has been 
embraced by everyone involved.

The Lodge also proudly supports American 
Legion Post 22 of Lebanon, its baseball program, 
and donations to their various causes, as well as 
the Spark Community Center and The Lebanon 
Historical Society.  

During the 1800s in the US, a group designed for 
women (who are either related to or married to a 
Mason) was founded, thus the Order of the Eastern 
Star was created as a way to share the fraternalism of 
the Masonic family.

Many famous historic men were Masons including 
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul 
Revere, John Hancock, and the Marquis de 
Lafayette. More recent Masons include Charles 
Lindbergh, Generals Douglas MacArthur and Omar 
Bradley, Winston Churchill, John Wayne, Brad 
Paisley, and many, many more.

Meetings are held 
the second Monday of 
each month from 
September to June in 
the former Unitarian 
Church at 25 Green 
Street in Lebanon. Men 
interested in learning 
more about the Masons 

are invited to join them for dinner from 
6:30-7:30 before the formal meeting of the 
members.

 This building is a Historic Landmark 
built in 1880, and the Masons bought it in 
1968. During any renovations, the original 
stained glass windows have been preserved.

Most of you are familiar with the 
Shriners and the work they do helping raise 
money for the 22 Shriners Hospitals for 
Children across North America and 
Canada. What most people don’t know is 
that to be a Shriner you first must become a 
Mason and many Masons go on to become 
Shriners. Other appended bodies of 
Freemasonry are the Scottish Rite, The 
York Rite, and the DeMolay, which is the 
youth group of Masonry. Freemasonry 
accepts applications from men who are of 
good character, recommend by those within 
the fraternity, and who believe in one God. 
Freemasonry makes no distinction among 
the various religions, nor does it care about 
one’s political beliefs, wealth, or station in 

life. In all things, it is the interior character of a man, 
and not the external trappings, that would qualify 
him to be a Freemason.

For more information, call Franklin lodge at 
603-667-9070, and our website: www.Franklin-
lodgenh.org.

Also, please visit this website that explains in 
better detail the History of Freemasonry: www.
msana.com/historyfm.asp. n

Worldwide Fraternity Benefits Local Community
COMMUNITy IMPACT

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22

Charles Therriault, Senior Warden; Chris Fazio, Worshipful Master; and 
Adam Bristol, Junior Warden.

Betsey Child

Editor’s Note: Over the next few issues, the Lebanon 
Times’ “Community Impact” page will feature some of 
the many civic organizations that make a positive, local 
and global impact on our shared community. 

The Franklin Lodge #6 of Free and 
Accepted Masons in Lebanon

A favored quote for the Masons is: “Your vision 
will become clear only when you can look 
into your own heart. Who looks outside, 

dreams; who looks inside, awakens.” – Carl Jung 
It is known that 

Freemasonry was founded 
sometime before the 14h 
Century from the Stone 
Mason’s Guild of Europe. 
In modern Freemasonry, 
the records are more 
complete and start around 
1620 in England. It was 
founded by men who shared common beliefs: 
free thought, freedom of religion (Masonry is 
not a religion, but teaches each Brother to 
embrace his own), supporting each other in 
friendship, and engaging in fellowship and 
service to mankind. Freemasonry stresses 
honor, personal responsibility and personal 
integrity. It is a worldwide fraternity of 4.5 
million members, and is open to males 18 years 
and older.

The original charter of the Franklin Lodge 
in Lebanon (named after Benjamin Franklin) 
was signed by John Adams and James 
Wheelock (first Master of this lodge). It started 
in Hanover, NH, in 1796 with, at one point, 
over 200 Dartmouth College students as 
members. The first journal of Franklin lodge 
(which the lodge still possesses) tells in great 
detail of the ceremony the members at that 
time performed in Hanover upon the death of 
their Brother, Gen. George Washington. 
There are far fewer members today, but the 
small band of Brothers in the Lodge are all 
very passionate and dedicated to keeping 
Franklin Lodge open and doing good work in the 
community. The present Master is Chris Fazio. 

Some of the major services and events the Masons 
sponsor and support are:

Community dinners on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Baptist Church in Lebanon. 
Masons and their wives buy the food, prepare and 
serve dinner to those who attend.

Scholarships are awarded to local students who 
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a graphic designer by IBM at their corporate 
headquarters in Armonk, N.Y. While doing that, I 
got drafted into the United States Army where I was 
assigned as photographer for their various 
publications. While stationed in Germany, I was 
assigned five photographers to oversee.”

Upon completion of his military obligation, 
John’s love of music and photography took him 
straight to Nashville. It was a solid decision.

“While in the Army, I had been doing some 
freelance work with my photography and established 
contacts in the music business. I would photograph 

concerts and contribute to music publications. It 
wasn’t just Country Western performers that I 
concentrated on, but Rock ’n Roll, as well. I had the 
opportunity to photograph the Rolling Stones and 
The Who in concert, among others. That started to 
open doors.”

Once John became a fixture in the Nashville 
music scene, he quickly discovered that reaching out 
to the management of these famous entertainers was 
a formidable task with numerous obstacles. Basically, 
it boiled down to who you knew and how connected 
you became.

“The funny thing about the people who managed 
these music stars was the fact that they didn’t always 
put a lot of emphasis on the actual talent of a photog-
rapher. They would have friends that knew someone 
who took photos to do the work as a favor. Frankly, 

a lot of that work was terrible. I got established by 
selling my work to musical publications like the 
Country Music Magazine or the Vintage Guitar 
Magazine. That made all the difference in the world. 
People got to see my talent published and would ask 
specifically for me.”

There is a saying in life that “timing is everything.” 
John can relate to that old axiom. His arrival on the 
Nashville music scene coincided with the rapid rise 
in popularity of Country Western Music and the 
Rock ’n Roll scene as well.

“Things were happening so quickly in the music 
business that the demand for photographs for 

magazine articles and publicity purposes was 
staggering. Frankly speaking, a lot of the photog-
raphers on the scene were not very well-trained. My 
work had become established and it spoke for itself.”

John’s photographic skills were not restricted to 
music personalities. Auto racing had always been a 
passion, as well, and he allowed his camera to lead 
the way. He had the opportunity to record on film 
some of the legendary early NASCAR drivers and 
his pursuit of “the need for speed” helped him capture 
a memorable portrait of the incomparable Formula 
One driver, Jackie Stewart, who hailed from 
Dumbarton, Scotland. Stewart had set a record for 
Grand Prix wins with 27 before he retired.

“I had a love for auto racing for a long time,” John 
explained. It was an exciting sport to photograph. 
Most of the events took place on weekends so that 

allowed me to travel and photograph these events. 
Again, my work started to get noticed in this field, as 
well, and opened up many more doors.”

While John’s photography speaks volumes about 
the man, it does not paint a complete picture of his 
overall talents. He is also an accomplished musician, 
and living in Nashville only fostered his love of 
music.

“I played the drums and also taught myself to play 
the five-stringed banjo. I got pretty good on the 
banjo. But remember now, I was in Nashville, the 
center of Country Western music! I was surrounded 
by people who were making some pretty good music 

at the time. I still really enjoy music, but I think my 
photography carried me a lot further.”

After talking with John, one comes away with the 
impression that, without a doubt, the talented 
photographer and musician completed a fascinating 
career that many would envy. The burning question 
that arises quickly, how did he end up living in the 
Lebanon, NH area? He is a native of Baltimore, 
Maryland and his work carried him on a long journey.

“I have always loved New England and the 
lifestyle it offers. I often came up here on my own 
just to soak in the atmosphere. My son John moved 
to this region and I followed so I could be near family. 
I’ve been here 15 years and absolutely love the 
Upper Valley and what it has to offer. This is a great 
place to call home.” n

ELdER pROFiLE: JOHN LEE – continued from page 1

Give the Gift of Music! Gift Certificates Available

www.uvmusic.org . info@uvmusic.org . 603.448.1642 . 63 Hanover St . Lebanon, NH 

Children’s Chorus . Youth Orchestras . Community Orchestra .  Chamber Music . Individ-
ual Lessons . Suzuki Program . Music Together . Fiddle & Folk . Music Theory & More!

Welcoming beginners to advanced players with 
programs for children and adults!

Individual Lessons . Group Classes 
Ensembles . Workshops

Celebrating 25 Years of Strong Minds and Kind Hearts

CrossroadsAcademy

strong
minds

kind
hearts

A Core Knowledge independent school in Lyme, NH
Full day kindergarten through grade 8

603.795.3111  •  marilyn.wanner@crossroadsacademy.org
www.crossroadsacademy.org

John Lee photographed Dolly Parton, Waylon Jennings, Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, George Jones and Tammy Wynette, among many other music stars.
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Living Well at Home with CarePro
Assisted Living at Home gives the ability to have services brought to you,  

where you remain safe, comfortable and well in your home!
Healthcare Professionals: RN’s, LNA’s and HHA’s.

CarePro is the only agency in the area that
GUARANTEES scheduled coverage!

YOU can reach management 24 hours per day!
Medical and Non-Medical Companionship services are available  

to assist you achieve optimal wellness!

We care about YOU, and how you choose to live!
CarePro serves the Dartmouth Community and Region.

 
                                                        

45 Lyme Road, Suite 105A, Hanover, NH 03755
603-643-8010
603-643-8030 Fax

 Email: vk@vtnhcarepro.com Website: www.vtnhcarepro.com
Owner operated by Vickie and John (D ’78) Kreider
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“I had given myself a September 
deadline to find the right place to 
continue my career or go to my ranch in 
Colorado for retirement. My wife and I 
certainly were no strangers to this area. I 
had been chosen for another position in 
municipality management, but when I 
heard about the open position in 
Lebanon, it was just too good to pass up 
and I decided to extend my career.” 
Dennis explained with a wide smile.

Dennis was not unfamiliar to the New 
England lifestyle. Born into a family of 
seven boys, he spent the bulk of his 
working life in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island following a stint in Colorado as a Wildlife Commissioner in the late 
1980s. Both Dennis and Beverly are graduates of the University of Vermont, as 
is their daughter, Megan. Beverly had been employed in Woodstock, Vermont 
at the Woodstock Inn when they first met.

“We were quite familiar with Lebanon having come here in the early years 
to shop, take in a movie and dine in the restaurants. We both loved it here and 
that factored into my decision.”

Now that he has had time to settle into his duties and decide upon housing, 
Dennis leaned back in his chair to review what he had encountered so far with 
his new endeavor.

“So far it is about what I expected. The City Counselors and the community 
have reached out in response and everyone wants as much transparency as 
possible in the projects that lie ahead. What has impressed me most about 
Lebanon is the overall proactive response by the entire community. Growth and 
environmental controls have to take a balanced approach and I see that spirit 
here. They want to do things right and I want to be part of that.”

The new City Manager sizes up what major challenges Lebanon faces, both 

long- and short-term. Two majors factors 
that are hard to ignore are the area's rapid 
growth and development, and 
contributing traffic concerns. They appear 
to be traveling side-by-side.

“Automotive and truck traffic 
continue to be a predominant problem 
whether it be along the Rte #120 corridor 
or at the West Lebanon shopping areas. 
The new master plan involving the 
Lebanon Airport is also a critical issue 
especially with the new FAA regulations 
pending if the airport can seek expansion. 
Growth is continuing at a rapid rate in 
Lebanon with new development plans 
being submitted almost daily. I intend to 

work closely with the Planning Commission in that area, as well.”
Dennis Luttrell brings with him an exceptional background in city 

government and one of his many passions in life is environmental controls. He 
has excelled in that field garnering national recognition for his efforts, including 
an award presented by the United States Coast Guard for his presentation of a 
Marine Environmental Protection Plan for Buzzards Bay, MA.

“One great thing about the entire state of New Hampshire is their position 
on environmental issues. They have not been influenced by outside groups and 
maintain a strict policy on environmental and pollution issues. It is very easy to 
work with New Hampshire on environmental controls.”

Dennis fully comprehends the challenges that lie ahead for Lebanon and has 
launched into his tasks with determination and eagerness. That return to his 
Colorado ranch where he and Beverly will live out their dream of raising quarter 
horses and Hereford cattle will be placed on hold.  When he finds “spare” time, 
you will find the veteran administrator it kayaking, biking and cruising around 
with his hair blowing in the breeze driving his classic 1959 Triumph roadster. 

When you do see him, give him a wave and a thumbs up! n

CiTY MaNaGER – continued from page 1

15 Hanover Street, Lebanon, NH 03766
1 College Place, Claremont, NH 03743

438 Washington Street, Keene, NH 03431

603-542-7744 • www.rivervalley.edu

For more information, visit www.rivervalley.edu.

River Valley Community College  

Introduction to Psychology
Introduction to Sociology

Macroeconomics
Medical Terminology
Myth in US Culture

Principles of Management
Reading Strategies

Taxes

Blueprint Reading with GD & T
Business Law

College Composition
Fundamentals of Math Literacy I 
Fundamentals of Math Literacy II

Human Development
Introduction to Criminal Justice

Introduction to Drawing

new location, on the Mall in downtown Lebanon, 
starting January 2016:

Financial Aid and Scholarships are available for all who apply and qualify.
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Molly O’Hara

Those of us who have visited or read about wild 
animal rehabilitation centers generally 
understand that the people behind the scenes 

are doing some pretty incredible work. The amount 
of training these individuals have to undergo in 
order to be able to care for wild animals is intensive. 
There is often the dangerous potential for animals to 
react fearfully if they are not used to humans. There 
are sad stories that go along with the work, and 
sometimes it’s hard to let those stories go.

What is often forgotten is the part played by 
everyday citizens, the ones who take time out of 
their busy schedules to bring in these injured 
animals. When I began to write about Saint Francis 
Wild Bird Hospital in Lyme, NH and the work that 
Catherine Greenleaf does there, I was focused on 
her; but when I asked her to tell me her favorite 
rehabilitation story, it was not about her:

“I think my favorite story has to be the one about 

Harley, the Broadwing Hawk. His situation shows 
how kind people can be when they find an injured 
animal. It was 4th of July weekend several years ago, 
and a man was riding his Harley Davidson 
motorcycle, breezing down Rte. 4 in Canaan, and all 
of a sudden a hawk flew into the front fender of his 
bike. The man turned just in time to see the hawk 
get flung across the road and into the bushes.

“He pulled over and stopped and then scooped 
up the badly injured hawk, and with one hand 
driving the motorcycle and the other hand holding 
the hawk, he somehow made it to my bird hospital. 
Harley had a severe head injury, and it took months 
for him to recover, but he recovered completely and 
was released the following spring. That act of 
kindness on the part of the motorcycle rider is the 
inspiration that keeps me going in what I do.”

Saint Francis Wild Bird Hospital in Lyme, NH is 
not necessarily the first wildlife hospital Upper Valley 
residents think of when they come across an injured 
bird, but Saint Francis has rescued over 1,400 birds 
since its inception in 2007. They are also licensed to 
take snakes and turtles, although Catherine noted 
that she has yet to have anyone bring in a snake. 

While Catherine and the Saint Francis Wild Bird 
Hospital continue to save as many birds as possible, 
and educate people as well, there are birds and other 
animals everywhere in need. The issue at stake for 
the future of these wild animals is not just the 
everyday dangers of cars, traps, windows, and 
predators, but also that there are not enough wildlife 
rehabilitators in the larger region. Especially when it 
comes to young people just starting out or finishing 
their training.

It’s clear that working with birds is Catherine’s 
passion, one that gives back almost as much as she 
puts in. When asked to pick a favorite type of bird to 

work with she answered: 
“It’s really hard to pick a favorite. I would say 

hawks and owls, ravens and crows, and loons. 
There’s a kind of holy presence about these birds, 
about all birds, actually, but these birds in particular 
for some reason. They are the ultimate in primal 
wildness; and they exude an intelligence that we as 
humans have yet to tap into.” n

Saint Francis Wild Bird Hospital
ANIMALS RULE!

Stonecliff Animal Clinic proudly supports the ANIMALS RULE! page in order to showcase the powerful ways in which 
animals positively impact our lives, our community and the planet!

227 Mechanic Street, Lebanon NH 03766
www.stonecliffacnh.com, 603-448-2611

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22

A Barn Swallow who got trapped in a fly strip

Catherine with a Belted Kingfisher who flew into a window

A Great Horned Owl who was caught in a leg hold trapCatherine calms an owl
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Betsey Child

Ledyard Charter 
School’s Executive 
Director John 

Higgins knows exactly 
why some of his students 
have struggled in more 
traditional public high 
schools. 

“When life throws 
you a curve ball, you 
have to learn to stand in 
the box and figure out 

how to get a hit,” he says when discussing some of the challenges his kids face. 
“Many of our students have faced several of life’s curveballs in the areas of 
academics, social situations, home life and community. We provide a safe, secure 
environment where they can focus, not on their obstacles, but rather on the 
solutions. That starts with getting through high school.”

LCS was started in order to help kids between ages 14 and 19 who needed 
extra hands-on help and support. LCS receives kids through local schools – kids 
who might be on the verge of dropping out. If they don’t secure at least a high 
school diploma, John knows their future may be in doubt.

The Winter/Spring 2015 Lebanon Times first featured a story about LCS 
when it operated from a few rooms on the third floor in the Whipple Block. In 
May, good fortune and a chance meeting enabled the school to move into the 
first floor of what was recently occupied by Lebanon College.

Higgins had had his “antenna” out for a while looking for an opportunity to 
obtain a more viable space in which to expand the school and grow its 
programming. The opportunity came with the closing of Lebanon College and 
purchase of some of that space by River Valley Community College (see cover 
story of this issue of the Lebanon Times). A partnership already existed between 
LCS and RVCC called “Catch The Wave – a dual enrollment program which 
provides a student with the ability to take college level classes at RVCC, so the 
schools already had a working relationship. 

Higgins began negotiations with the owner of the old Shoetorium in June, 
secured a lease, and moved into the rooms on the lower level in August, enabling 
LCS to start the 2015-16 school year in new surroundings. This roomy, bright 
space will allow LCS to grow to about 50 students. There are four classrooms, a 
computer lab, a teacher work area, and three offices.

LCS teaches through hands-on experiential learning. This year, the Math 
class used practical applications for a project. Four weeks were spent in class 
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learning the math skills needed to build two picnic tables. The Art Expression 
Class will now step in to paint and personalize these tables.

The Cooking and Nutrition Class gives students the opportunity to provide 
lunch for the entire school. They create the menus, shop for food, and plan the 
meal. Students learn to read labels, figure out nutrition, learn about calories, and 
to portion the food so as not to waste it.

There is also a collaboration of students between Dartmouth College and 
LCS that has provided a positive experience for both groups. Dartmouth’s English 
27: American Poetry is an experiment in community-based learning (as part of 
a for-credit course) and has brought Dartmouth undergraduates on visits to LCS 
while taking LCS students to Dartmouth. Wendy Tucker teaches English at LCS, 
and Professor of English, Ivy Schweitzer, teaches the English 27 course.

LCS also depends heavily on volunteers and mentors for providing a variety 
of experiences to students, and encourages interested community members to 
contact him for a visit and discussion.

Neil Castaldo, recently retired as Chief Legal Council for the Office of the 
President at Dartmouth, was looking for someplace to volunteer his services. His 
wife was familiar with LCS and had met John. Neil proposed to teach 10 weeks 
of morning classes, twice a week: Rhetoric, Street Law and Community 
Connections. He often brings in members of the police department and other 
community leaders as resources for the students.

Emma Sisson, a junior in the Education Department at Dartmouth College, 
volunteers 40 hours a week to work with the students. And, as I sat with John 
during the interview, he received an email from another person who works at 
the College and was offering to volunteer their time. 

John loves what he does, and is good at it. During my hour-long visit, he 
answered phone and text messages while handling both student and teacher 
queries and handled each situation quickly, warmly, with care and concern. One 
student was having a bad day and, at the same time, a teacher needed to talk 
about organizing the next day’s field trip. Neither situation was ignored as John 
found time to deal with both – and always with a smile and a reassuring control 
of the situation.

To learn more about the school or to speak with John, email or call him at: 
jhiggins.lcs@gmail.com; (603) 727-4772; www.ledyardcharterschool.net. n
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addition, she finds many RVCC 
students are the first in their families 
to attend college.  “We get many first 
generation college students,” said Dr. 
Harvey-Smith.  

RVCC is now ready to accept those 
students, as the first classes offered 

reasonable time period, perhaps two 
years, RVCC hopes to have about 500 
students attending the Lebanon 
facility.  RVCC currently has about 
1,000 students enrolled at their Keene 
and Claremont campuses.

In preparing to open for classes in 

through the Lebanon school begin in 
January of 2016.  Though the first 
classes begin this winter, the official 
grand opening of the school is set for 
later next summer. Within a 

Lebanon, this fall RVCC held open 
house meetings with interested 
business and educational groups, and 
with the community at-large.

What will attract students to the 

Lebanon campus?  “We’re committed 
to quality and affordability,” said Dr. 
Harvey-Smith.  RVCC is a fully 
accredited institution, “Held to the 
same standards as the major schools,” 
she added.

The affordability factor is 
important for students looking to 
eventually receive a four-year degree.  
Students can begin their studies at 
RVCC, and after successfully 
completing two years, they may 
transfer to one of New Hampshire’s 
four-year schools, with the courses 
taken at RVCC credited at the new 
school.  Taking those basics at a 
community college can save consid-
erable tuition costs.

The affordability of classes at 
RVCC not only applies to New 
Hampshire students.  RVCC offers 
in-state tuition to all students living 
within 50 miles of one of their 
education centers.  This means many 
Vermont residents of the Upper Valley 
can take advantage of the lower cost of 
education, despite the fact that RVCC 
is a New Hampshire institution.

RVCC’s business program will be 
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of RVCC moving into the former 
Lebanon College facilities.  After 
extensive internal discussions, and a 
wide-reaching feasibility study about 
expanding to Lebanon, school 
authorities determined there was a 
tremendous upside for RVCC coming 
to Lebanon.  Discussions with Upper 
Valley leaders confirmed the need for 
an institution with the classes and 
programs RVCC offers.

A $1.6 million loan from the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture to the Community 
College System of New Hampshire 
allowed the deal to become a reality.  
The loan resulted from the 2014 Farm 
Bill, which directed the USDA to 
work more closely with the nation’s 
community colleges. With the loan, 
the Community College System 
bought the former Lebanon College 
facilities.

Dr. Harvey-Smith, in her third year 
as RVCC president, said her school 
attracts a wide range of students to the 
classroom. “We serve adult learners, 
and traditional students,” she said.  In 

RVCC OpENiNG – continued from page 1
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centered at the new Lebanon facility.  Former instructor and business program 
head, Mike O’Connell, is the new director at the Lebanon facility.  After 
entertaining a brief retirement, O’Connell said he gladly accepted the role as 
director of the new Lebanon academic center.

O’Connell said RVCC is working closely with area businesses and organi-
zations to develop programs and classes beneficial to both students and employers.  
Those institutions, with which the school is developing a working relationship, 
include Lebanon-based Hypertherm and DHMC.  Having input from the area’s 
small business community is important as well, said O’Connell.

O’Connell said many employers he speaks with stress the need for students to 
learn the basics of good work habits.  These so-called “soft skills” include showing 
up ready to work and working well in teams.

Students at the school come from all walks of life.  “I’ve had students (at 
RVCC) from 18 to 65,” O’Connell said.  Still, in recent years, the average age of 
the RVCC students has gone down, bucking the trend found at other institutions.  
One reason, he believes, is that students graduating from high school find the 
community college system a good economical alternative to going directly to a 
four-year college.

Business classes will not be the only option for students studying at Lebanon.  
Many liberal arts courses will be offered at the school as will study in massage 
therapy.  The school is hoping to offer a fine arts program in Lebanon, too.  As a 
broad range of study is important to the learning experience, RVCC requires 
students to take eight liberal arts offerings for graduation.

Teleconferencing is another option for students at RVCC.  This allows a 
student enrolled in Lebanon to take a course offered in Keene, for instance, 
without having to physically travel to the Keene campus.

Finding instructors to staff the new Lebanon facility is of the utmost importance, 
said O’Connell.  “We want to find the right people,” he said.  Fortunately, the 
Upper Valley area has a strong component of educated, accomplished individuals 
that can lend their skills to the classroom.

Creating a new academic center does require more than just students and 
instructors, however.  The buildings need to meet our standards,” said Dr. Harvey-
Smith.  Despite the fact that Lebanon College did some renovation work in recent 
years, particularly to the former Shoetorium building, more needed to be done 
prior to the RVCC opening.  Interior work, including bathroom renovation to 
meet Americans with Disabilities requirements, tearing up and installing new 
carpeting, and upgrades to the lighting and heating systems all are part of the 
renovation work at the downtown Lebanon facility.  To pay for the work, RVCC, 
through gifts, grants, and other fund-raising efforts, is raising $1 million for 
renovations, said Mike O’Connell.  As of now, roughly $650,000 in grants is 
available to the school through various sources.  The USDA loan, used to purchase 
the former Lebanon College buildings, does not apply to the renovation work at 
the site.

Prospective students can apply now to take classes in Lebanon.  Former 
Lebanon College students are certainly welcome to apply; “We want them to 
come,” Dr. Harvey-Smith said.  RVCC in Lebanon hopes to build on the past, and 
prepare area students for the future.  “We want to honor the legacy of Lebanon 
College, and build on it,” said Dr. Harvey-Smith. n

www.Farwell.com  MailForDirectors@farwell.com  802-429-2244

Located on a beautiful, private, 100-acre setting on Halls Lake
in Newbury, VT. Just a 40 minute drive from the Upper Valley.

A traditional camp for the modern family. 
Elective activity program with a girls’ empowerment focus.

Our diverse community welcomes girls from all walks of life.
Flexible session dates available!

Now accepting applications for all 2016 Summer Sessions!

On-Line Scheduling Available
Credit Cards Accepted

Tonimarie Tassinari, LMT

BEARINTENT.COM

SAVE
$10

     Mention this ad    

103 Hanover Street, Ste 17
Lebanon, NH 03766
603-491-4746

Locally Grown Fresh 
 Produce, and Much More. 

For more information please visit our website or call 

802-448-2852     www.killdeerfarm.com 

 
OPEN UNTIL THANKSGIVING 

Rt. 5 in Norwich VT Next to King Arthur Flour.  

Growing, producing and purveying outstanding, fresh 
seasonal food, plants, and flowers with a commitment 
to certified organic and sustainable agricultural 
practices for over 30 years. 



Page 22 Holiday 2015 The Lebanon Times

Stonecliff Animal Clinic: Dr. Billy Dundon
As of November, Dr. Billy Dundon had 

only been working at Stonecliff Animal 
Clinic in Lebanon, New Hampshire, for 
two months, but he was already “having a 
blast,” he said.

Though you won’t detect an Irish 
brogue when he talks, Dundon is originally 
from Ireland’s County Clare. He moved to 
the United States around the age of six and 
returned to Ireland to attend the School of 
Veterinary Medicine at University College 
in Dublin. 

“Indeed all of my relatives currently reside [in Ireland],” Dundon said. “I try 
to go back every year to visit family and friends.”

Dundon first became interested in working with animals when, at the age of 
15, he took a job as an assistant at a veterinary office outside of Boston, working 
there until college. He said one of the more challenging aspects of his work is 
not just caring for animals whose road has come to an end, but “the end of life 
conversations” he must have with his clients.

“It is never easy letting go of our best friend,” he said, “however, veteri-
narians have the privilege and ability to relieve the suffering of animals. These 
conversations are never easy.”

While at Stonecliff, Dundon treats smaller domesticated animals, such as 
cats, dogs, and other family pets, he gained large animal experience (and 
“cowboy” experience!) at a Wyoming equine referral facility.

“We primarily handled emergency cases from across the states of Wyoming 
and Montana,” Dundon said. “We also did a lot of breeding work. I loved my 
time there as it was truly the real ‘cowboy’ experience. We would treat rodeo 
horses, bucking broncos, and the hard-working ranch horses.” 

Dundon said there were times that horses with leg injuries were brought to 
his facility treatment. “Occasionally the head surgeon would perform prosthesis 
on horses’ limbs where otherwise they would be euthanized,” he explained.  But 
I always knew that small animal medicine was going to be my career, however, 
I wanted to experience what it was like to be a large animal veterinarian first.

In Dundon’s free time, he can be found playing guitar, biking, and taking 
hikes with his two dogs. “If I could have my way, I would love to have a hundred 
[dogs], but sadly this isn’t realistic!” – Meghan Oliver

Dartmouth-Hitchcock: Christine Burkhalter
Lebanon resident Christine Burkhalter 

has worked at the Dartmouth Hitchcock 
Memorial Hospital for 14 years in various 
administrative capacities. However, what 
really makes her tick are her efforts in 
spearheading one of the most impressive 
and life saving movements in the U.S. 
Christine chairs a committee of 22 women 
that powers the American Heart Associa-
tion’s “Go Red For Women” campaign. 
That program raises awareness about cardio-
vascular diseases that effect 43 million 

women in the United States, causing death in one-in-three women each year. 
Through the dedicated efforts of the DHMC Go Red Team, the local medical 

facility is quickly becoming the epicenter for the Go Red movement.
“Three years ago DHMC Cardiologist, Dr. Edward Catherwood, and his wife 

started the Lake Sunapee Upper Valley Chapter for the Go Red movement,” 
Christine explained. “That intent was to celebrate women’s heart health 
awareness and offer education programs. To see how the movement has grown 
so quickly, we have surprised even ourselves. The community’s response on a 
scale of one-to-ten is a definite ten. I may serve a chair of our committee, but 
there are 22 women who are real go-getters who make this work.”

The bulk of the Go Red movement centers around the month of February 
which has been designated as the official month to honor the Go Red campaign 
by wearing red for the entire month. Their symbol is a red dress and their slogan 
is “Wear Red. Raise your voice to end the number one killer of women.”

Rest assured that DHMC will turn red this coming February.
“We have a lot of activities planned,” Christine stated. “February 1st 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR SPONSORS
everyone will wear red and we will parade around the rotunda here at DHMC. 
We will set up a table to meet and greet the public and offer educational 
materials. There will be a snowshoe walk outside and a heart tree to write 
messages to honor those who have been effected by this terrible disease. Most 
importantly, we will give out a new cookbook containing heart healthy recipes. 
The recipes have been donated and the book is a true gift for those effected.”  

Stoney Brook Veterinary Hospital: Becki Tucker
Becki Tucker may be the newest addition 

to join Dr. Kim Jones and her medical team 
at Stoney Brook Veterinary Hospital on 
Riverside Drive in Lebanon, but her wealth 
of past experience makes a perfect fit.

She was added to the Stoney Brook 
medical staff in April of this year as a 
Veterinary Technician.  Becki came to the 
Upper Valley after a four-year stint as a 
Physical Therapist for dogs in Mystic, 
Connecticut. Prior to that, she served 16 
years as an Emergency Veterinary 

Technician at two animal hospitals, also in Connecticut. 
“Physical therapy for dogs is a relatively new concept in the Veterinary 

Medical care field,” Becki explained. “Dogs are very much like humans in that 
respect. If either has an orthopedic procedure, they will require physical 
therapy. My past experience really aided me with that aspect. Here at Stoney 
Brook, we have a laser procedure to help with physical therapy.”

Becki pointed out that choosing Stoney Brook as her place of employment 
and moving to New Hampshire was a two-sided coin.

“Stoney Brook offers cutting edge technology along with a great aura of 
positive energy and you really need that in a team environment. I chose coming 
to New Hampshire because of my passion for racing sled dogs and the colder, 
snowy conditions favor the rigorous training we have to endure.”

The Outlaw Ridge Sled Dog team was put together by Becki and is now 
based in the remote region of Dorchester, NH. Becki commutes from there on 
a daily basis and follows a rigorous training schedule in one of the most 
demanding sports in the world.

“There is constant training for me and the twelve dogs that I use to pull the 
sled in competition. We enter races that cover from 100 to 250 miles and every 
member of my team must be in top physical condition. Some days start at 3:00 
AM working with the dogs before coming to the office. It is very demanding, 
but the passion of my life.”

Becki also notes that her experience in that rugged pastime helps her daily 
veterinary tasks at Stoney Brook. “It has gotten to a point where I can just 
watch a dog walk by and be able to recognize what type of problem they are 
experiencing. In dog sled racing, you learn to live as one with the animals that 
you spend so much time.” 

From Eastern Europe to the Upper Valley: Two Community 
Organizers Find Inspiration at the Lebanon Co-op

Blazhka Dimitrova (left) and Dana 
Trombitasova (right) are sharing tea in the 
kitchen of my Plainfield, New Hampshire, 
home. It is a warm, early fall evening. 
These spirited community organizers from 
Slovakia and Bulgaria have spent the past 
four weeks in the Upper Valley gaining 
advanced skills in the challenging craft of 
community organizing.  

Tonight, we gathered to discuss the 
time-tested principles of cooperation and 
their impressions of their recent tour of the 

Lebanon Co-op Food Store. This visit to the Co-op proved eye-opening for 
these spry, twenty-somethings, as well as filling me – their guide – with a hefty 
dose of hope and inspiration. 

“The whole idea of cooperation is something that my country, Bulgaria, 
needs to start doing to help us solve problems in the economy,” commented 
Blazhka. “You are doing amazing community things in your business.”

Dana recognized the wisdom of the Co-op’s close relationship with farmers 
and local vendors. “You are big shop [sic] not just selling local products, but also 
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involving local producers. You involve them to cooperate together, and this is 
very smart.”

Trombitasova and Dimitrova were in the Upper Valley through a program of 
the Great Lakes Consortium (GLC) and hosted locally by the United Valley 
Interfaith Project (UVIP). Funded by the U.S. Department of State, GLC 
fellowships pair young Eastern European organizers with their like-minded 
counterparts in the United States. UVIP is an area nonprofit that builds 
relationships and grassroots power in New Hampshire and Vermont.

Shaped by their university, professional, and life experiences, Blazhka and 
Dana were ideally suited to benefit from the tutelage of Leah Torrey, executive 
director of the United Valley Interfaith Project. Blazhka was emphatic when 
she said, “If I had to describe my four weeks with UVIP, I would use the words, 
‘inspiring, knowledge, and idea-generating.’” “Leah is amazing,” added Dana. 
“She is teaching us so much each day.”

In my capacity as communications director at the Co-op Food Stores, I 
found these women to be bright, driven, and fueled by altruism and voracious 
curiosity. Long before they arrived in the United States, they each used their 
seemingly boundless energy to build track records of transformative, positive 
change. It is little wonder they earned the fellowships that brought them to our 
valley. There is also no doubt in my mind that, upon returning home, they will 
effectively use their new skills to benefit their respective communities. 

 “In my country, we need to talk about community more. Of course, it is 
okay to be individuals, but not so individualistic,” said Blazhka. Dana’s view of 
cooperation was equally as clear. “You’re organizing yourselves because you 
have a common need that you want to solve, and that is what we in community 
organizing are trying to do. Like your co-op, in my town, we have to involve 
people and make strong cooperation [sic]. Community organizers don’t have 
money power so they have to build people power.” 

Equipped with their new awareness of the principles of cooperative 
businesses like ours and UVIP’s lessons for grassroots organizing, Dana and 
Blazhka will continue to bring much inspiration and hope to our world. They 
are, in a word, remarkable.  – Allan Reetz n
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