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Coming Home

Soldier’s Memorial Building:

to Theater

Linking the Past with the Present

Allison E. Rogers Furbish

One way we do this is to explore what an
ancestor might have been ‘made of,’ to see if we
find similar traits in ourselves.
There is a small, beautiful brick building in
downtown Lebanon on the Green that you
have driven by hundreds of times, and may
have even felt you were being watched. You

Jonathan Verge Returns to Lebanon and
Performing Arts in the Upper Valley
met Jonathan Verge
on the first day of
first grade at School
Street School. I
remember that he was
the new kid and he had
somehow
poked
himself in the eye with
a pencil. Mrs. Lerner
asked me to escort him
to the nurse’s office,
and we’ve been friends
ever since.
Jonathan recently
returned to the Upper
Valley after more than
a decade away pursuing
a theater career in New
York and Chicago,
working as an actor for years and later deciding he’s better suited
to the director’s role.
Now he’s bringing his talents back to his home community,
acting in this season’s North Country Community Theater

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 23
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Soldier standing guard over a young boy under the watchful eyes of Darryl Slicer, a Civil War reenactor.

W

Betsey Child

hen we can link ourselves with our
past, we more fully appreciate who we
are today and how we got here. We
seem to need to travel our historical path in
order to continue on our present – leading to
the future – path.

Lebanon, NH 03766

Elder Profile: Maggie Tangway
Dave Nelson
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Local Postal Customer

Laughter is indeed the
best medicine
eorge Bernard Shaw
and West Lebanon’s
Margaret (Maggie)
Tangway may have never
crossed paths during their
lifetime, but the legendary
Irish playwright, critic and
polemicist wrote a quotation
that was tailor-made for the
incomparable 93-year-old
diva.
“You don’t stop laughing
when you grow old, you grow old
when you stop laughing.”
A sense of humor and
making others laugh have
been a mainstay for Maggie
who has resided at the Quail Hollow Senior Living Community since 2010. Those traits carried
the lively lady through a stint as an Ensign in the United States Navy during War World II. It
also guided her through the painful loss of her husband and soul mate Jean Tangway, who had
also served during World War 11 and had survived the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Later she
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Editor’s Note:

The Lebanon Times is delivered to your mailbox each quarter, no
subscription or payment necessary. It’s our privilege to bring you all the
good news we can. Our mailing sponsor, Mascoma Savings Bank, makes
this possible. We’re pleased to have their continued support behind our
community publication.

Living Well at Home with CarePro
Assisted Living at Home gives the ability to have services brought to you,
where you remain safe, comfortable and well in your home!
Healthcare Professionals: RN’s, LNA’s and HHA’s.
CarePro is the only agency in the area that
GUARANTEES scheduled coverage!
YOU can reach management 24 hours per day!
Medical and Non-Medical Companionship services are available
to assist you achieve optimal wellness!

We care about YOU, and how you choose to live!
CarePro serves the Dartmouth Community and Region.

45 Lyme Road, Suite 105A, Hanover, NH 03755

603-643-8010

603-643-8030 Fax
Email: vk@vtnhcarepro.com
Website: www.vtnhcarepro.com
Owner operated by Vickie and John (D ’78) Kreider

Celebrating 27 Years In Business!

Your BEAUTIFUL FLOOR Store

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

• Carpet
• Hardwood / Bamboo
• Laminate / Cork
• Tile
• Luxury Vinyl Plank
• Designer Rug Gallery

Call us for a

FREE

in-home
estimate!

800-696-7841

603-448-3902
w w w. c a r p e t m i l l u s a . c o m

213 MECHANIC STREET, LEBANON NH
Across from Longacres Nursery
Just off Exit 19 of Interstate 89

Voted:
“Best of the Best Carpet/
Flooring Store”
16 Years Running
Mon-Wed 9-5
Thurs 9-6 • Fri 10-6
Sat 9-2 • Closed Sundays

Mascoma Savings Bank and
the Lebanon-Riverside Rotary Club
otary clubs throughout the world give businessmen and women and
professional leaders the opportunity to engage with and serve their
communities. At Lebanon-Riverside Rotary Club, the focus of service is
young people.
Kimberly House, LebanonRiverside Rotary President,
explained via email that each
club develops its own strategic
plan. (Karen Clement will
become president June 28,
2016.)
“We realized that in addition to supporting all of Rotary International
initiatives, we are committed to serving youth in our community,” House said.
Currently 27 members strong, Lebanon-Riverside Rotary Club is not to be
confused with the Lebanon Rotary Club. House said that in 1990, Lebanon
formed a second club – a breakfast club meeting Tuesday mornings at 7:15 – that
came to be known as the Lebanon-Riverside club.
Mascoma Savings Bank is a regular supporter of the Lebanon-Riverside
Rotary, sponsoring its annual golf tournament and summer pie event.
“Service Clubs play an active role in our communities by providing not only
business networking opportunities, but to allow a group of people to come
together and work towards providing support for needed funding or activities in
the community,” said Samantha Pause, senior vice president of marketing, sales
and service for Mascoma Savings Bank.
“Whether it is raising money to help a social services organization,
volunteering their time to support a local non-profit, or providing for a specific
need for people across the globe, service clubs such as the Lebanon-Riverside
Rotary Club bring people together,” Pause said.
House, who has been involved with the club for about four years, said she
initially became interested in rotary service after hearing a friend talk about it.
“He knew I wanted to give back to the community, but I wanted to do more
than volunteer at one non-profit,” House said. “Rotary allows you to volunteer
and give back several ways: making dinner at Listen, food drives, Riverside
Rotary Park Clean up... volunteering for the United Way Day of Caring are just
a few.”
One of the youth-focused projects the club has worked on is the establishment
of Riverside Park in West Lebanon.
“We have partnered with many to expand the park,” House said. “We do park
clean-ups twice a year, and continue to think about ways to improve the park
and make it welcoming to children.”
Another special project aimed toward young children is “When I Grow Up,”
an initiative in which personalized books are created and given out to first
graders in the Lebanon school district.
“We look forward to the end of school year when we go into the schools to
hand out the books and watch as the children read and realize the story is about
each of them,” House explained.
Teens also benefit from the work of the Lebanon-Riverside Rotary Club.
Each year, the club sends about four, 15- and 16-year-old students to the Rotary
Youth Leadership Award Seminar at Lyndon State College.
“The seminar helps students gain leadership skills to enhance their abilities
to be leaders in Lebanon High School,” said House. “Several of our members
have or are currently helping to lead this seminar.”
For a full list of upcoming events or to become involved, visit www.
LebanonRiversideRotary.org. n

R

- Meghan Oliver

LEBANON, WHAT A TOWN!

New Price in Lebanon, NH for $285,000
Call Jeff Batchelder 603.643.1896
tinyurl.com/686DartmouthCollegeHwy

WELL APPOINTED QUAIL HOLLOW UNIT

New Price in W. Lebanon for $299,900
Call Mariruth Galbraith 603.727.6172
tinyurl.com/37LilyLane

New Price in Lebanon, NH for $249,000
Call Rowan Carroll 603.359.2574
tinyurl.com/5EastmanHillRd

PERFECT CAPE, AMAZING CHARM

New Listing in W. Lebanon, NH for $293,000
Call Amy Redpath 603.643.9405
tinyurl.com/20CraftsAvenue

A LEBANON CLASSIC

New Price in Lebanon, NH for $329,000
Call Amy Redpath 603.643.9405
tinyurl.com/112BankStreet

Call An Agent Today To Schedule A Showing
Coldwell Banker Redpath & Co., Realtors®
8 West Wheelock St., Hanover, NH 03755
Ofﬁce | 603.643.6406

www.cbredpath.com

Voted Best Small Town In America

3,000 PLUS SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE

EXPANDED COLONIAL W. GREAT YARD

Livability.com | 2015

SIMPLE, EFFICIENT CONDO LIVING

New Listing in Lebanon, NH for $102,000
Call Heidi Reiss 603.443.0895
tinyurl.com/30WolfRoad201
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CENTURY 21 Energy Shield Realty, Inc.
367 Route 120
Lebanon, NH 03766
603.643.0127
www.c21energyshield.com
ENERGY SHIELD REALTY

Welcome to our new agent,
JIM SHIBLES

Jim recently received his New Hampshire
Real Estate License. He has run his own carpentry business for 10 years, and is familiar
with many properties in the area. Jim has
lived in the Upper Valley for over 30 years,
and lives in Enfield with his wife Betsey Child.
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

The complete source
for all of your
gardening needs.
M-F: 8am-6pm • Sat: 8am-5pm

603-448-6110 • www.longacresnurserycenter.com

P U B L IS HE R’S N OT E
It’s no wonder the City of Lebanon was voted the Best Small
Town in America last year. This issue introduces us to a cast of
characters that exemplifies many of the reasons Lebanon is so great.
Integrity, authenticity, dedication, and longevity are just some of the traits that our
subjects in this issue embody.
Look at the front cover for starters. We profile the Soldier’s Memorial Building because
it symbolizes strength and character and the dedication of those who preserved it. We
invite you to read about this center-of-town treasure and to visit it someday. You never
know what connections you might make to your own past.
Another local treasure, meet Maggie Tangway. I would say that her hat speaks volumes
about who she is and how she impacts the world around her. If you need a breath of fresh
air, read this article and then see how the proper mindset can set you free. Stop by for a
good laugh and a concert. All are welcome!
Lebanon native, Jonathan Verge, returns to the Upper Valley with some plans. After
continuing on in his love for the performing arts while in NYC and Chicago, and learning
a great deal along the way, Jonathan has returned home and is launching his very own
theater company in White River Junction. Read about Jonathan, written by his good
friend since 1st grade, former Lebanon Times editor, Allison Rogers Furbish. It’s always
interesting to hear about young people’s journeys and their subsequent quest to find
meaning back home. Odyssey, anyone?
And that is just the cover. We are offering up everything from a fraud prevention guru
to a quirky cat, and everything in between. While we may not have the diversity of a big
city, I would challenge anyone to “...tell me this town ain’t got no heart...”
Happy Summer!
– Jen MacMillen

Shade Trees • Evergreens • Flowering Shrubs • Bark Mulch • Fruit Trees
Fertilizer • All Types of Stones • Statuary • Lawn Ornaments
Patio Materials • Annuals & Perennials • Greenhouse • Store • Gardening Supplies
Wood Pellet Fuel • Coal • Knowledgeable Salespeople • Nursery • Stone Yard

220 Mechanic Street (Rt. 4) • Lebanon, New Hampshire • Exit 19, I-89

Published quarterly by Village Green Publishing, Inc.
Jennifer MacMillen
publisher@villagegreenpublishing.com • office: 802-698-8184
PO Box 104 • White River Junction, VT 05001
Advertising
Frank Orlowski • sales • advertise@villagegreenpublishing.com • 802-698-8184
Betsey Child • sales • advertise@thelebanontimes.com • 603-632-9307
Amy Tietjen Smith • operations manager • admin@villagegreenpublishing.com • 802-698-8184
E ditor
Jennifer MacMillen • editor@thelebanontimes.com
Betsey Child
Cindy Heath
Dave Nelson
Molly O’Hara
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Everybody Dance!

D

Ruth Sylvester

ance stretches people, and not just physically. Striving to train their body,
down to the finest detail, forces each aspiring dancer to face their
difficulties and limitations. Some limits can be overcome with training
and effort. Often the slow changes and accomplishments of this work can only
be seen looking back over some time. “Now I can do a split!” “I nailed that tap
rhythm!” Multiple successes await achieving, but hard work is a necessity.
Some challenges are not just from body type. A helpful reader suggested we
write about “the dance studio that works with children on the autism spectrum.”
But it turns out that’s not what goes on at Ally Weiner-Sawyer’s Dance Collective.
She and her staff do indeed run a full slate of dance classes for all ages, and
children of all abilities participate in classes there, but Ally does not specifically
seek students with autism or other differences, just as she would never turn them

away. “Every child learns differently,” she observes. Custom programs are the rule
at the Dance Collective; the application asks about limitations a student might
face. “For example, if someone has a bad hip, we’ll go easy on turnout,” says Ally.
Ally grew up in Hanover, and returned to the area about eight years ago, as
her mother, who had founded Dance Collective, died. Ally wanted to continue
her mother’s teaching work, and also her choreographing for local productions.
This season she is choreographing The Secret Garden for NCCT, and Legally
Blonde for the Trumbull Hall Troupe. The rest of her time is spent running The
Pink Alligator, a high-end consignment store in Hanover’s Nugget complex.
Dance-related questions flow constantly over her cell phone, as she juggles
routine administration with plans for summer camps and the year-end recital on
June 4th at Lebanon Opera House.
Ally loves seeing students grow and change as they try different forms of
dance, overcome their challenges, and develop confidence. She starts the

process early, with children as young as 1½ in her “Early Start” classes. For
experienced students there are classes in specialties such as ballet, tap, and jazz,
while introductory classes are often a mix of topics and styles.
Summer is a time for special camps. There are weeklong intensives for
experienced students as well as introductory sessions for young children that
may be cheaper than babysitters. Master classes with experienced New York
dance theater performers are also featured.
Studying dance brings everyone up against their physical limits, and each
person pushes at their own frontiers to make progress. Kids on the autism
spectrum sometimes resist being touched, but this issue is avoided in Ally’s
dance studio because there’s a rule for everybody: Don’t touch your friends (or
brother or sister).
“Teachers have to put their hands
on students of course,” says Ally, “but
all the children deal well with this,
and in fact some of the autistic kids
are very huggy with me. It’s a safe
space.” She’s not making it up: The
children’s behavior bears out this
assertion.
“Structure is good for any child,”
Ally points out. The studio is like a
family, with older kids stepping up to
help the little ones. Ally’s own
childhood shapes some of her systems:
Preschoolers’ parents wait in the
upstairs lounge during classes, not in
the dance studio, she says, because it
would be hard on the others, the ones
whose parent is not there. Her mother
was never too busy to come to her
events but she could see that wasn’t
true for everyone. The main thing,”
she adds, “is I don’t treat anyone
differently. I learn as much from my
kids as they do from me. When you
want to learn something, when you
want to excel, you’ll put in the time it
takes. I want to be a good teacher.”n

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22
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Skip’s Run Celebrates 13th Year of Fundraising

T

Frank Orlowski

he Upper Valley is truly a
generous region when it comes
to supporting worthy causes.
The growth of The Prouty, now in its
34th year, is just one example.
Another great example, taking place
each year in Lebanon on Father’s
Day, is Skip’s Run.
This annual fundraising effort is
named after former Lebanon resident
Skip Matthews, who succumbed to
brain cancer in 2003. Each year, this

event raises funds for brain tumor
research at the Norris Cotton Cancer
Center at DHMC. Over the years,
the popular run has raised a total of
$165,000 for brain tumor research,
said race director Denis Ibey.
The money raised from the run
comes from various sources, primarily
contributions from area businesses.
“We have a sponsorship committee,”
said Ibey, which works toward
achieving those funds through
business sponsorship. Additional
contributions come from individuals,
and proceeds from the participants in
the run. All of the money raised goes
to the brain tumor research effort.
An impressive number of runners
show up on race day for the event.
“It’s slowly grown to over 400 in the
run,” said Ibey. In addition to the
four-mile Skip’s Run, a one-mile fun
run, called Brady’s Run, takes place.
Brady’s Run is named in memory of
young Brady Bukowski, who also
suffered from a brain tumor. This
one-mile fun run is very familyfriendly, and draws about 100
participants.

SKIP’S RUN AD SPONSOR

River Valley Community College
new location, on the Mall in downtown Lebanon,
starting August 29, 2016:
DEGREES

Accounting
Business Management
Engineering Technology
Healthcare Management
General Studies
Manufacturing Engineering Technology

CERTIFICATES

Accounting
Business Management
Massage Therapy
Medical Administrative Asst
General Education core courses
will also be offered.

For more information, visit www.rivervalley.edu.

15 Hanover Street, Lebanon, NH 03766

1 College Place, Claremont, NH 03743 • 27 Pleasant St. Claremont, NH 03743
438 Washington Street, Keene, NH 03431

1-800-837-0658 • www.rivervalley.edu

Financial Aid and Scholarships are available for all who apply and qualify.

Skip’s Run is fast becoming a
known entity in the northern New
England race circuit. The four-mile
course is USA Track & Field certified,
and is now part of the Upper Valley
Race Series and the New Hampshire
Grand Prix Race Series. This is the
first year Skip’s Run has been a part of
these two running series, and should

bring in more runners from a wider
area, including from southern New
Hampshire. Though competitive
runners take part, casual runners
should not shy away from the run;
Skip’s Run is for all level of running
enthusiasts.
The course for Skip’s Run begins
and ends at Lebanon’s Colburn Park.

SKIP’S RUN AD SPONSOR

The Lebanon Times

It follows the rail trail from the park,
connects with Riverside Drive, goes
over the Packard Bridge, and follows
the rail trail back to the finish. At the
finish, there is an awards ceremony
for the winners, who always record
some impressive results. “We have
some pretty fast times,” Ibey said of
the race winners.
A charitable event such as Skip’s
Run is not possible without the efforts
of many, including a large number of
volunteers that help make race day
run smoothly. The day of the run is a
true celebration; bands entertain the
runners and the spectators at Colburn
Park, and the folks at Salt hill sponsor
a fabulous barbeque for all at the
event. Salt hill has graciously put on
the barbeque for many years.
In addition to the race-day
volunteers, Skip’s Run boasts a Board
of active members that handle race
planning and fundraising. Included
on the Board are Joanne Oscadal, the
founder of Skip’s Run, and John
Bukowski, Brady’s father. The Board

Summer 2016

is very active in planning the event,
and constantly working to improve it.
“For our whole Board, we look
forward to this event,” said Ibey,
adding “After the race, we are
thinking about what we will do the
following year.”
Many of the race volunteers, and
Board members, had a personal
relationship with Skip Matthews,
and are dedicated to his memory,
and to assisting with the effort to
fund research to help find a cure for
brain cancer.
This year’s version of Skip’s Run
takes place on Father’s Day, June 19.
The fun run begins at 9am, with Skip’s
Run starting at 10am. To find out
more, or to register for the run or make
a donation to Norris Cotton Cancer
Center’s Brain Tumor Research Fund,
visit the website at skipsrun.org. n
Thank you to Village Green Publishing and
our Skip’s Run ad sponsors. 20% of ad proceeds will be donated to Norris Cotton Cancer Center’s Brain Tumor Research Fund.

The 13th Annual Skip Matthews Memorial Run
Father’s Day, Sunday June 19, 2016
On the Green, Lebanon NH

SKIP’S RUN AD SPONSOR

www.joinccba.org

Witherell Recreation Center
Pool/Fitness Center
1 Taylor Street
Lebanon

603.448.6477

SYNRGY Studio • Group Fitness & Indoor Cycling
Complete Free Weight, Circuit Training and Cardio Rooms!
Personal Training • Swim Lessons: group & private
Summer Day Camps • Preschool: ages 2 to pre-K
And much more!

To advertise in the
Lebanon Times, call
603-632-9307 or email
advertise@thelebanontimes.com
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Fighting Fraud: Peter Begin is a Man on a Mission

Y

Dave Nelson

ou will find that all police
departments use the mantra:
“Serve and Protect.”
For Lebanon’s Peter Begin, those
are not just three words etched on a
logo, but a true lifestyle. For the past
13 years Peter has served as the Vice
President of Security and Fraud
Prevention Officer for the Mascoma
Saving Bank. One short conversation
with the veteran law enforcement
officer will immediately confirm not
only his commitment to his work, but
the raw passion in which he pursues
his tasks.
People in all walks of life,
especially the elderly, are being
preyed upon by a diabolical group of
individuals who will use every tactic
in the book to scam people out of
their hard-earned money and even
their life savings. Standing between
them and the unsuspecting public is
Peter Begin.
“As the Security Officer for
Mascoma Bank, my responsibility
and duty is to protect our 330
employees spread around 28 different
branches,” Peter explained. “That
also includes protection for our
customers and the general public at
large. I constantly hold seminars to
educate residents in this area about
the dangers of scams. I have law
enforcement experience and know
the laws. We have had many
successful cases prosecuted in court.”
Peter is a local product having
graduated from Lebanon High
School in 1986 and moved on to
study at the University of Southern
Maine. He served as a police officer

for the City of Lebanon reaching the
rank of corporal before resigning to
take the position with Mascoma
Bank. Peter and his wife Tammy and
two sons, Jacob 14, and Benjamin
12, reside in Lebanon. He still holds
full certification as a police officer

and want to help others. The younger
people just assume that it can’t
happen to them. The truth of the
matter is that today you cannot put
complete trust in many people.
Remember the old saying that if it’s
too good to be true, it probably isn’t!

and fills in part-time for both the
Lebanon and Hanover Police
Departments.
Peter will admit tracking down
scam artists is a complex and often
frustrating task and he feels that
education is the key to stopping the
practice. His free seminars are held
on a regular basis to address methods
of protection.
“Everyone is gullible to some
extent to these scams regardless of
age. I hesitate to use the word gullible
when it comes to the elderly because
they come from a different generation.
They were brought up to trust people

However, once you are on a scammer’s
list, you remain a target.”
This dedicated law enforcement
officer cites prime examples of highly
impactful scam operations, especially
the one claiming an individual has
won some sort of sweepstakes
involving huge amounts of money.
“Amounts that people are
scammed out of are sometimes considerable. I recall one case where the
individual lost $100,000 and another
where his life savings of $70,000 were
taken. When approached by these
scammers, remember that common
sense should prevail. What legitimate

business or organization would request
that you send them money in order to
have them send you money? Think
about it!”
The education on scamming also
deeply involves the employees of
Mascoma Bank. Peter oversees the
training of bank tellers to better
inform the public and protect their
valuable customers.
“It just blows my mind when I
hear people complain when bank
tellers ask detailed questions when
they appear with a check to cash.
After all, the tellers are protecting
the customers’ money, not the bank’s.
It is very difficult to catch a scammer
and those bank tellers can be a huge
difference in the process.”
Peter’s passion for protecting the
public shows on his face. He constantly
extends a helping hand to anyone who
suspects they might be the victim. It’s
an open door policy and he and other
law enforcement officers will come to
them. “Just contact us.”
“We are here to help,” he
emphasizes. “Have a question? Just
ask me. If you have received a check
that someone wants you to cash and
send them back a portion of the
amount, just bring it to me or one of
the Mascoma Bank locations.
Anything that appears out of place.
Once we receive these requests they
can be turned over to a detective on
the Lebanon Police Force and myself
to track down. We want to help.”
The general public can check with
Mascoma Bank’s many locations to
get the date and location of Peter’s
next seminar, or contact him directly
at peter.begin@mascomabank.com. n
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I

Donnie Perkins

was driving down some Lebanon
roads recently, looking at people
sitting on porches, milling on
lawns, waving at me even though
they didn’t know who I was, and I
thought that was pretty neat. I waved
back at them, and realized as I drove
that this was summer 2016.
Not that waving at motorists from
your porch is a new thing – heck,
people have been waving from their
porches as well as their lawns since I
can remember. But that aside, it got
me to thinking about summer back
when I was young, hanging at the
A&W on 12A because I had the
time, playing baseball in the big
vacant field along the river that one
day would house K-Mart, and
basically not amounting to much.
There weren’t many decisions to
make back then, I suppose. I would
probably have been hanging out at a
mall if there were malls to hang at,
but there were no malls, so I settled
on being an alley rat at the Miracle
Mile Ten Pin, and bowled before my
part-time job across the street at
King’s Department Store beckoned

me to work. Hours were few for most
of us young ’uns. I recall opening up a
copy of the Valley News to look at the
want ads – and seeing three jobs, of
which I qualified for none.
So we tanned at True’s Brook and
dodged ice cubes at the
tree-surrounded cold waters at the
Covered Bridge in Meriden, waiting
for our ships to come in.
Then another summer came. I
played baseball and cared about
nothing else, because I was young and
I could. And I did so the next summer,
and the year after that, also because I
could. The smell of life invigorated
me, and then the tough summer
decisions came after a few more
autumns and winters passed: do I play
slow-pitch or modified-pitch softball
this summer? Will it be True’s Brook
or the Covered Bridge in Meriden for
our afternoon dip? A&W or the
Hitchin’ Post in Claremont?
They don’t make summers like
those anymore, but that’s just as well.
You got the Leb pool, the CCB (not
just for summer anymore), mountains
to hike, the rail trail, and a lot more
opportunity for safer, smarter summer
fun than what my compadres and I
had way back when. I became a pretty
good bowler out of all of this, not bad
at baseball and softball. But, in spite
of all that, I’m still waiting for that
darn ship I keep hearing about to
come in. But the more I kick back and
welcome summer 2016, it occurs to
me – that ship might have come in a
long time ago and I never knew it. n

Locally Grown Plants,
Fresh Produce, and Much More.
Growing, producing and purveying outstanding, fresh
seasonal food, plants, and flowers with a
strong commitment to certified organic and
sustainable agricultural practices for over 35 years.

Norwich, Vermont

FARM

FARM: 55 Butternut Road
STAND: Rt. 5 S Next to King Arthur

For more information please visit our website or call

802-448-2852

killdeerfarm.com

INSpiRing

PerformanCes
To see all the good stuff happening at Lebanon Opera House

visit LebanonOperaHouse.org or call 603.448.0400.
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ELDER PROFILE – continued from page 1

would suffer a parent’s worse nightmare, the tragic
loss of her son Phillip, to a cancerous brain tumor.
Through it all, it was her love of humor that served
as a crutch over that rough terrain.
“Yes, I am 93 years old and proud of it!” Maggie
exclaimed. “I am not ashamed of it in the least. I
have a love of life and especially love to laugh.
Laughter is the best medicine I know. I have always
looked at the humorous side of life. It’s who I am.”
These days Maggie continues to practice what
she preaches. She is well known for her performances
where she plays the organ and dishes out one-liners
that bring the house down. In addition, every
Wednesday afternoon she opens her home to fellow
Quail Hollow residents (and anyone in the vicinity)
for a concert of favorite melodies from days gone by.
“I would not like to live next door to me, would
you?” she asks with a devilish grin.
Recently she and a few of her cohorts staged a
comedy routine entitled “Maddie and Paddie” playing
the part of a married couple dining
out for the evening and encountering a surly waiter. The skit had
the audience roaring with laughter
and Maggie was in her element.
“I love to entertain. I think it’s
good for me and good for them.
Sometimes during my concerts, I’ll
have them dancing in the hallway.
It’s such a great feeling to see them
laugh and smile.”
Maggie simply has a fascinating
background that possesses a solid
connection with Lebanon, N.H.
She was a graduate of Lebanon
High School with the class of 1940.
Originally born in Boston, MA in
1922, her parents moved to the
Upper Valley and bought a farm in East Plainfield.
“After we made that move, I had to ask myself,
What have my parents done to me? Here I am a city girl
now living on a farm with no electricity, no running
water and an outhouse! You want to talk about a
culture shock. But, then again, my life has always
been a bit different.”

After graduating from high school, Maggie was
accepted at the Peter Brigham School of Nursing
affiliated with the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in
Boston which was founded in 1913. From there she
was commissioned as an Ensign in the United States
Navy and served a three-year stint during World
War II.

“My husband Jean had been discharged before
the end of my service commitment so we had a
different arrangement. While on active duty, I would
come home on leave to visit him. Usually it was the
other way around with couples.” she chuckled.
The Tangways’ military service made a lasting
impression.
“Every year Jean and I would return to Hawaii
and visit Pearl Harbor. He lost many of his shipmates
during the Japanese attack and it was always a very
tearful experience for us. But it was a trip we tried
not to miss.”
After leaving the Navy, Maggie continued her
career in nursing which had always been one of her
passions.
“I worked at many different hospitals specializing
in geriatrics. I have always enjoyed helping others
and nursing made that possible. The nursing
profession offers the most compassion.”
Maggie and Jean were married
in 1946 and had three children,
Nancy, Barbara, and Phillip. The
two girls are now in their 60s while
Philip was recently lost to a brain
tumor. Jean passed away in 1995.
To get a proper perspective on
Maggie’s 93 years on this earth,
consider this... The year she was
born (1922) the following events
took place: The first edition of the
Reader’s Digest was published;
Mussolini became the leader of
Italy; Construction began on
Yankee Stadium; Joseph Stalin was
appointed General Secretary of the
Communist Party.
To Maggie, those are only facts in a history book.
Age is only a number and it has become irrelevant.
If you need a good laugh, stop by her home or take
in one of her concerts. The conversation will usually
start by her declaring, “Stop me if you’ve heard this
one.” n

There’s a whole world waiting.
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A NIM A L S R U L E !

A Tribute to Snowy

S

Jen MacMillen

nowflake, although always known as Snowy,
started out quirky and remained so until he
died in my arms this past winter at Stonecliff
Animal Clinic at the ripe old age of about 16.
Let’s start with his front paws. Just look
at those mitts! Quirky is right! When my
elder daughter chose him from the litter at
the Upper Valley Humane Society at 5
years of age, did she even notice his paws
at that time? She likes to be different and,
whether conscious or not, she chose him
and he fit right in.
Snowy. I’m not sure how this manly,
big-pawed, gray-and-white kitten could
conjure up a ‘snowy’ image (I was thinking
maybe Stormy would be more apropos if
we had to stick with the weather theme).
But, that is what she insisted on, and what
did we care? So, Snowy it was.
Snowy was pretty much a typical cat, if
there is such a thing, during his younger
years. He had a best friend, Neville, who
recently passed away, as well. They were
about the same age and came to become
friends when Neville’s owners rented our
house one summer. Snowy stayed with
them and, according to cat lore, they
would hunt mice and chipmunks and faux
stalk the sheep in the distant fields. What
a great image!
All hell broke loose for poor Snowy
when we moved in-town. For some reason,
we thought it would be fine to bring home
a young female stray cat we found
wandering the streets. Unfortunately, we
forgot that some cats just don’t get along,
so it was a very stressful time for our cat
(man)-of-the-house. Made even worse was
that Luna, our new, sleek black female
resident, was pregnant (certainly
unbeknownst to us). Snowy, who never had any
threats in the past, was brutally knocked down many
pegs (with scars on his nose to prove it) by the
extremely hormonal and highly territorial Luna.
From then on, Snowy and Luna had a hate/tolerate
relationship until he died.
I was actually shocked that he was so easily
brutalized by Luna. After all, he had survived
catfight after catfight at our in-town location. On
many nights, I was awakened by the scariest and
worst sound known to humans – the low and
unrelenting howling of two male cats on the verge
of fighting. I don’t know which is a worse sound –

the howling leading up to the fight or the
high-pitched screeching during the fight! Either
way, it was 3:00 am and I was not about to go
outside, freeze to death, and risk not being able to
get back to sleep, to save poor Snowy. I had faith in
him, and in Mother Nature, that this was the

natural order of things and that all would be well.
And, it was… although Snowy might have
disagreed at the time!
The greatest moment of Snowy’s long life was
when, at 6:00 am one spring morning, I was again
awakened by the low, scary cat growl. I looked
outside my bedroom window, and miraculously
enough, I witnessed a fox retreating across the lawn,
shaking its head and pawing at its nose. There was
Snowy, below my window, still in crouch position
and alive! He fended off a fox! His male catliness was
restored after the months of being brutalized by his
then-pregnant new housemate.

Snowy and I had somewhat of a love/hate
relationship. Not exactly, because I always loved
him, but there were times that I wanted to banish
him from my home. For instance, when he became
older and more ornery, if I didn’t pay enough
attention to him, or if his patience ran out because I
took too long to feed him, he would give
me a few warning meows and then look me
square in the eye, lift his tail and then spray
on whatever backdrop he felt would get my
attention the most. One time, he even
sprayed ME! These incidents involved me
screaming at him and then he would take
off running and I would chase him like in a
cartoon scene. If I caught him, I would put
him outside while I cleaned off the horrificsmelling spray. If I didn’t catch him, he
would go into hiding for a few hours. This
was a ritual for us.
Another ritual he and I engaged in
often was our morning wake-up time. I
wouldn’t let him sleep in my room because
he liked to sleep on my pillow right next to
my head. That wouldn’t be so bad, except
he drooled profusely when he purred
(another one of his quirks!). I felt guilty
about shutting him out of my room, but he
adjusted…. That is until he decided it was
time for me to wake up. If I slept too long,
he would scratch politely with one paw on
my door as if giving a gentle knock. He
would wait. If I didn’t open the door for
him, he would give a couple of knocks.
Finally, he would literally use both paws
and knock in super-quick succession until
the frenzy of it all made me so crazy that I
had no choice but to let him in.
One final story about his quirkiness:
Like most domestic animals, Snowy needed
to pee first thing in the morning. So, he
would wander into the bathroom, retreat behind the
shower curtain as if it was his own private bathroom
stall, squat over the shower drain, pee, scratch the
‘ground’ a bit, and then come out from behind the
curtain as if all was normal, well and good. “What?
What are you looking at?!”
Snowy was a true survivor and somehow made it
through more than his fair share of nine lives. When
it was his time to go, he did it gracefully and without
complaint.
The wonderful staff at Stonecliff made him (and
me) comfortable, and then Snowy and I said goodbye
with our eyes. n

Stonecliff Animal Clinic proudly supports the ANIMALS RULE! page in order to showcase the powerful ways in which
animals positively impact our lives, our community and the planet!
227 Mechanic Street, Lebanon NH 03766
www.stonecliffacnh.com, 603-448-2611
See “Spotlight On Our Sponsors” on page 22
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Long Live the Book (Sale)
of these schools are the recipients, determined by the
Registrars at each school. From its modest beginnings,
lot has changed about books, reading, and
raising $300 by selling books atop pool tables in what
writing since the earliest known images were
was then known as College Hall at Dartmouth, to
laid down on clay tablets in Egypt more than
today’s mega sale which
6,000 years ago. How
grossed $70,000 in 2015
could
antiquarian
over two days at Lebanon
scholars have predicted
High School, it appears
that we would become so
that books are indeed
enamoured with putting
back.
ideas to paper, not to
Nancy Dean, a
mention electronic
Wellesley ‘49 alumna
screens of all shapes and
who has volunteered at
sizes? And by the way,
every sale since 1962,
have you self published
remembers the early days.
your own e-book lately?
“We wore white crepe
Until Google set about
paper daisies to set us
scanning every book ever
apart from the customers,”
written back in 2004, we
recalls Dean. “We were a
had no idea that we had
much smaller group and
upwards of 130 million
had fewer books. The
books on the planet. “So
books were sorted and
many books, so little time
stored in the President’s
at the beach” as the saying
basement in Hanover.”
goes. Our own Library of
Many of the 300 current
Congress has a collection
college alumnae and
of more than 24 million
friends of the sale have
books, said to be the
volunteered for decades
largest in the world. Yet Veteran volunteer Cally Judson takes time to read while
Marga Koburger sets up the Foreign Language section at the
and
are in their 80’s and
pundits and trendwatchers waiting for sale patrons to arrive.
Five Colleges Book Sale.
90’s. Some make the
think that reading an
actual book made of paper and being able to browse emerged triumphant. Enter the Five Colleges Book pilgrimage from as far away as Ohio and Maine to
independent bookstores have become a thing of the Sale, a book lover’s paradise and an Upper Valley help out each year. The loyalty of the volunteers
working for the sale is one the keys to its success.
past, much like community ski areas, 8 track tapes, institution for more than 55 years.
When the sale reached its 50th year in 2012,
In 1962, five local alumnae of Simmons,
and pay phones.
“Not so,” says the PEW Research Center’s 2015 Wellesley, Mt. Holyoke, Vassar, and Smith colleges organizers considered discontinuing the event.
report on American reading habits. Young adults— founded the sale in Hanover. The purpose of the sale Everyone involved had taken a turn at coordinating
those 18 to 29 years old—were found to be the most since it began has been to raise funds for college the many tasks like collecting, evaluating, and pricing
avid readers, with 80% reporting that they had read scholarships. Students from New Hampshire and books, finding large enough sorting and sale locations,
a book in some format in the past year. Young adults Vermont who have their sights set on attending one publicity, training volunteers and staffing and setting

A

Cindy Heath

were also the most active in reading print books, and
e-book reading is in decline, according to PEW.
Fortunately, one institution in Lebanon has
weathered the rise and fall of the e-book and has

strong

minds

kind

hearts

Crossroads
Academy
Discover the Difference!
PLEASE COME FOR A VISIT!
Full Day Kindergarten • Grades 1-8
A core-knowledge independent school in Lyme, NH
603.795.3111 • marilyn.wanner@crossroadsacademy.org
www.crossroadsacademy.org
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up 35,000 books for the two day sale. Many of the original founders had passed
selling and increasing the amount we can put toward scholarships,” says Frederick.
Some books are donated to social service groups, hospitals, prisons, and to
on, and the group was in need of a new generation of leaders. “I can’t imagine not
Lebanon High School literature classes. Still others, like outdated textbooks and
having the book sale,” says Dean. Fortunately with good mentoring from veteran
multiple copies, are sent to Better World Books, a non-profit that resells the
sale organizers with decades of experience, the book sale torch passed smoothly
books and sends a percentage back to the group. Local businesses and sponsors
to new leadership and the sale continued. And now an even younger generation
support the sale with in-kind services and donations to keep expenses reasonable.
of alums are beginning to appear.
The process of evaluating rare, special, and valuable books has evolved over
Each of the five colleges has a representative that is responsible for recruiting
time as book collecting has become more sophisticated. Dean recalls a time
volunteers and advertising the sale to undergrads and alumnae. Historically,
when she was working at the dealer check out and noticed a book of Herbert
volunteers were recruited through a postcard mailing announcing the beginning
Pontings photographs in Scott’s Last Expedition published in 1913 with a price
of the book sorting sessions in early March, a task now made easier by e-mail.
of $1 on the inside cover. Dean asked the
Each college hosts a Saturday during to which
dealer if he knew of Pontings work, and he did
alumnae and students come to volunteer,
not, so he gifted her the book on the spot.
provide home baked goods, and swap stories of
Inside the book was an invitation to attend a
their college experiences. This year, “Smithie”
‘moving picture show’ at Buckingham Palace
scholarship recipient and engineering major
addressed to the previous owner, a Special
Bailey Vaillancourt made the trek to help sort
Envoy to the United States. Special collections
books on Smith’s host day. Vaillancourt was a
experts now evaluate and price this category of
guest of Smith representative Cindy Kordys
books, which are offered up through a sealed
(‘90), one of the current Tri-Chairs of the sale,
bid process at the sale.
and was happy to pay it forward by
So what makes the Five Colleges Book Sale
volunteering.
so successful, which today distributes roughly
With book and media donations arriving
$10,000 to each of the colleges annually and
daily for six weeks from throughout New
attracts 2,400 people on a sunny April
Hampshire and Vermont, sorting and pricing is
a herculean task, with 20 or so volunteers Deb Bacon Nelson sorts through hundreds of “Good Reads & Best Sellers” weekend? Suffice it to say that the wisdom of
the ages still has a vital role to play. As Nancy
working six days a week to process more than in preparation for the Five Colleges Book Sale.
Dean puts it, “In the groups I frequent, we still
50,000 items. The public is very generous in
like
to
hold
the
actual
book
and
turn the pages.”
donating many excellent books, music CDs, and movies. Current Tri-Chair
So
while
having
just
35,000
books
to choose from may seem like a drop in
Marcia Frederick cites the challenge of processing books that arrive in unsaleable
the
bucket
on
the
world
stage,
for
the
booklovers who travel from throughout
condition, however, whether from sharing space with mice or getting caught in
New
England
each
year
to
attend
the
Five
Colleges Book Sale, the treasures at
a basement flood. “We paid to recycle 26 tons of books that were in such poor
what
is
likely
America’s
oldest
pop-up
bookstore
are pure gold. n
condition that they couldn’t be sold. With over 70 categories and limited space
for the sale, it’s important that the books be as appealing as possible to our
Cindy Heath is one of the Tri-Chairs of the Five Colleges Book Sale and the former director of
Recreation and Parks in Lebanon.
customers. The better the condition of the book, the greater chance it has of

A family operated all-season,
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Event Center – On the Common,
Lyme, NH
Just 8 miles North of Hanover

~ 20 cozy rooms with
private baths
~ Full country breakfast
~ Afternoon tea with
homemade scones

~ 150 seat banquet room
~ Personalized event &
catering services
~ Warm country setting for
meetings, weddings, reunions
& receptions of all kinds

Free WiFi & Telephone
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Displaying the musket donated by Bill Lapan (left), are Richard Courtermanche and Bob Therrien.
SOLDIER’S MEMORIAL – continued from page 1

were! By a silent figure – a lonely sentinel, a Union soldier – standing guard in
front of this building nestled between Rogers House and Roy’s Auto Service.
In 1958-1959, when Lebanon changed its structure from a town to a city, the
building had deteriorated badly and was in much need of major repairs. There was
discussion of possibly needing to tear it down and putting a business on the site.
This did not sit well with the veterans of Lebanon and other people who had great
feelings about saving and preserving this sacred building. So, this group, along
with Robert Leavitt, former city historian, approached the City Council to
oppose this. Leavitt had it declared An Historic Building – thus it was saved!
Terri Dudley was Mayor of the City of Lebanon from 1999-2000, and a
member of the NH Legislature 2000-2006. She understood the value of
preserving the building for veterans as her husband, Roger Dudley (92 this
July), had served in WWII as a medic in the Army in the South Pacific theater.
Terri told me that Bob Leavitt had written a book, Lebanon, New Hampshire,
in Pictures, in two volumes, 1997, published by Whitman Publishing for the
Lebanon Historical Society. She said that these books have quite a lot of
information regarding the Memorial Building, including the magnificent
stained glass windows.
There are also two narrated videos of about 25 minutes each produced by
CATV. Go to www.lebnh.net/home/about-lebanon/lebanon-veterans and find
Soldiers Memorial Building – Parts 1 and 2. These give you the stories of six of
the veterans memorialized by these stained glass windows.
In May of 2014, the Lebanon City Council established the positions of
guardian and deputy guardian of the building. The present guardian is Bob
L. Therrien, who was interviewed for this article. Bob is a US Navy veteran,
1970-1975, and a retired Lebanon police officer. He said with much feeling,
“It is an honor for me to do this.”

THE STRONG HOUSE SPA
NEW TO US?
Discover

A plaque on the wall just inside the front door of this building gives a brief
account of its history, and following is the wording taken from the plaque
exactly as printed:
“The Patriotic Organizations and their Home in Lebanon, N.H.
(Prepared by Lucy J. Comings, Secretary Corps 62.)

With the exception of the town hall the first public building to be erected in
Lebanon was the Soldier’s Memorial Building on North Park Street.
From time to time after the close of the war the question of a Memorial to the
veterans of the civil war was discussed but it was not until August 25th, 1881,
that the first steps were taken towards having a Soldiers’ Memorial Building with
tablets in the second story as a monument and the first story to be used as a town
library. N. H. Randlett, Ferdinand Davis, Alpheus W. Baker, Jesse E. Dewey,
O. W. Baldwin, O. J. Much more, A. W. Shapleigh, W. S. Carter were the first
ones to draw up and sign an agreement to pay $20.00 each towards such a
building. The building committee were Frank C. Churchill, Alpheus W. Baker
and Ferdinand Davis [the architect]. They met with many obstacles in connection
with the work but on May 30th, 1886, the cornerstone was laid by the Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New Hampshire. The town
appropriated $3580 toward the building and the remainder was raised in various
ways by the people of the town, old and young working together for this purpose.
The building was dedicated July 4th, 1890, and was one of the largest gatherings
that Lebanon had ever seen.
The Lebanon Soldier’s Memorial Building was the first to be erected in New
Hampshire and was deeded to the town with the following conditions: “That these
premises shall be forever preserved for a Soldiers’ Memorial, for a Free Public
Library, and for a place of meeting for veteran soldiers, and sons of veterans, and
for only such purposes as shall preserve the memory of patriots and teach coming
generations loyalty and devotion to their country.”
The library was moved to the new building in 1909 since which the whole
building has been used by the patriotic organizations. In 1915 W. S. Carter placed
glass cases in the lower room for the preservation of relics which may be placed there
at any time. A number of the shelves have been filled and anyone will find these
curious articles an interesting study and well worth a visit to this room.”
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Richard Courtemanche, assistant
guardian, who participated in this
interview, is also a veteran who
served in the European Theater in
WWII as Army Infantry. He turned
90 on April 6. He owned a barbershop
downtown that burned in the
Lebanon fire, but continued his
business nearby.
Through the efforts of many
volunteers, and after much
restoration, the building was
preserved and re-opened to the public
in 2008 and over 4,000 people have
visited to date. This summer it will be
open to the public on Thursday
evenings during the hours of the Soldiers Memorial Building sits snuggly at the right of Rogers House.
Lebanon Farmers’ Market; also
pertaining to veterans that you would
Memorial Day, Alumni Day on June
like to add to this collection, please
11, July 4th and Veterans Day.
contact Bob Therrien.
The building is City-owned, and
The upstairs room is a consecrated
cared for under the Department of
chapel where veterans can lie in state
Public Works. It is available for
veterans groups to hold meetings, and
and have funeral services. There are
special tours, by contacting Bob
marble memorial tablets on the walls of
Therrien at 603-252-5155.
this room, engraved with the names of
Among the volunteers are Gary
Lebanon soldiers who served in the
Ward, of the McKinley Camp 9, Sons
Civil War.
of Union Veterans of the Civil War,
The six stained glass windows were
reenactors who meet in the building;
donated over time by various civic
Fran Hanchett, who researched and
organizations in honor of someone
identified many Lebanon Civil War
who died in the Civil War. The
soldiers in Lebanon cemeteries for the
windows had been badly damaged due
purpose of putting markers on their
to hurricanes and age, and were sent to a professional for releading and
(until now unmarked) graves; Ed Ashey, City Historian; Annette Scott, Dan
restoration in time for the reopening in 2008.
Downes, Everett Farnsworth, Ted Guay, Mayor Georgia Tuttle, and many other
You are encouraged and welcome to visit, volunteer, or bring a group. You
dedicated people.
may find that your own grandfather might be memorialized (DeCato, Baker,
Displays in cases downstairs honor the memories of veterans of many wars
Miller, Kimball). Spend some quiet time contemplating not only the items and
with memorabilia beginning with the French & Indian War, through the
beauty of the structure itself, but also appreciating why it is there – to educate and
Revolutionary War, Mexican War, Civil War, World Wars I and II,
teach us of the sacrifices of veterans, to keep it as a living memorial, and to
Korean War, Vietnam War, and the present War on Terrorism (Afganistan,
preserve and protect the memories of those brave veterans who contributed, and
Gulf, etc.).
are still contributing, much and sometimes all, to keep us free and safe and able
Bill LaPan, retired Lebanon Fire Captain, recently donated a 1766
to enjoy our beautiful land. For this, we thank you! n
Charleyville 69 caliber Musket. If you have artifacts and family memorabilia
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A Starr Attraction: Laurel Letter Memorial Walk

W

Ruth Sylvester

ho knew? A forested gem
just a few steps away from
some of Lebanon’s busiest
streets, lush in spring with vernal
pools and wildflowers, lies tucked
between I-89, Alice Peck Day, and
Young Street. Starr Hill has been
known to some for a long time,
though its healing beauty is always
available for appreciation by new
visitors.
Starr Hill’s survival as conserved
land is a story of persistence by Laurel
Letter and her husband, Sid. Longtime
residents of the Young Street
neighborhood, they knew and
appreciated both the value of the hill’s
peace and charm, and the fragility of
its position so close to the growing
city. Though parts of the land were
probably safe from development,
being very cliffy, the more level spots
might be in danger. Public ownership
would remove all doubt. So, shortly
after the Upper Valley Land Trust
(UVLT) was founded in 1985, Laurel
began pointing out the value of Starr

Friends of Laurel Letter, hike leader Ron Bailey of Plainfield and Mark Goodwin of the
Lebanon Planning Office display the new plaque honoring Laurel Letter’s conservation legacy.

Hill, and urging the Land Trust to
protect it.
UVLT always has more options of
places to conserve than it has dollars,
and this was especially true in those
early years, before the group earned
the respected place it now holds as a
force for land preservation in the

SHOP. DINE. LEARN. ENJOY.
Watch artisan bakers at work in our bakery. Shop for all your baking needs,
from top-quality ingredients to tools, mixes, pans, and more. Sign up for
a class. Sample treats from our demo kitchen. Enjoy a gourmet coffee and
pastry, sandwich, salad, or pizza from our café. Settle into a comfortable
chair; check your email. Relax – and welcome to King Arthur Flour!
135 RT. 5 SOUTH, NORWICH, VT

|

802 649 3361

|

KINGARTHURFLOUR.COM

Upper Valley. With endless though
always cheerful effort, Laurel pursued
her project with the gentle but
relentless dedication of a border
collie. Her work went beyond just the
Starr Hill land. In pre-GIS days there
were no maps of what the City
owned, which led her to research and

map by hand a catalog of all
City-owned properties of conservation interest. The “Laurel Letter
map” was for years the planners’
reference about conservation land.
The Starr Hill parcel came up for
sale and a developer made plans
(which fell through) for condominiums.
This narrow escape was a constant spur
for Laurel, who practically moved into
the UVLT office, then on Colburn
Park. In 1991 her efforts finally paid
off: UVLT agreed to conserve the land,
and the Lebanon Conservation
Commission put up some money.
But more money was needed, and
it was at this point that Sid and
Laurel made one of the most unusual
gestures ever in support of conservation: They took out a second
mortgage on their house, as much as
the bank would allow, to match the
Commission’s donation, closing the
gap in funding.
“It was scary,” admits Sid Letter,
recalling this financial commitment.
“But Laurel had been a very, very
careful manager of our resources for so
many years, I figured if she wanted to
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Laurel’s Loop

do it, it was okay. I had immense
confidence in her, based on years of
experience.”
Laurel died in March, 2014. The
UVLT has organized walks on Starr
Hill trails on Earth Day as a memorial
to Laurel and her indomitable efforts,
and they hope to make the walk an
annual event. Sid joined in this
spring’s walk, and was pleased to
notice fewer signs of “hell-raising”—
bottles and other trash scattered
about.
“There was nothing in evidence,”
he says. “The place looked significantly better than it used to.” If he
felt pride as he once again admired
the rugged boulders, gentle trails,
sturdy trees, and delicate wildflowers,
he’s certainly earned it.
There is trail access parking for
several cars at the end of Wheatley
St., one block west of Young St.,
which runs parallel to Hanover St.
Please do not block or park on
private property. n

Laurel Letter

Dwd
Named to Car&Driver’s
10Best List a record 30
times!

IIHS Top Safety Pick!

SUMMER Program Registration Now Open!

Individual Lessons . Group Classes
Ensembles . Workshops

www.uvmusic.org . info@uvmusic.org . 603.448.1642 . 63 Hanover St . Lebanon, NH
NEW this Summer:
Music Discovery Week (at Crossroads Academy)
Sound Splash & the Upcycle Orchestra; Sound, Color: Musical Magic (with AVA Gallery)
Music Video Camp (with CATV)
PLUS returning favorites for children, adults, beginners and advanced players!

Fit More,
Do More.

If you wash your car once a week, that’s an average savings of $520 per year!

2016 Green SUV of the Year!!

North American Car of the Year!

369 Miracle Mile, Exit 19 off I-89 Lebanon, NH Toll Free: (888) 826-0499

www.GerrishHonda.com
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Lebanon Beloved Icon Turns 93 This Year
Dave Nelson

Carter Country Club Looks Toward the Future
uring the year of 1923, President Warren G. Harding had returned from
a trip to Alaska, fell ill, and was rushed to San Francisco for medical care
where he later died on August 2. The cost of a postage stamp was two
cents and the national spending bill amounted to $3.14 billion per year.
That was also the year that the Carter Country Club in Lebanon, N.H. was
established with a beautiful nine-hole golf course designed by noted golf course

D

designer Donald Ross. Devotees of the pasttime have been enjoying the facility
that lies adjacent to Route 4 on Mechanic Street ever since. Many consider
those rolling green hills sacred grounds where many memories fill the air.
As expected, any 93-year old begins to show its age and the Carter Country
Club golf course may be facing a crossroad. A check of the Lebanon deed
register shows that a nine-hole course must remain on that sight so avid golfers
who love the icon can breathe a sigh of relief. It will always be there. The
question remains: In what form?
“A golf course has to remain by city ordinance. That has been established,”

Look for this
label and SAVE
Over 100 EVERYDAY LOW-PRICED
FIELD DAY ITEMS to choose from.

Hanover, Lebanon, and White River Junction

www.coopfoodstore.coop
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stated Carter Club owner Doug Holman. “My plan
involves developing the entire 310 or so acres and relocate
the golf course. My goal would be a multi-purpose project
that would eliminate the automobile, create villas, bicycle
paths, walking paths and be completely environmentally
friendly. Of course we would redo the golf course and
redesign it, redirect it through some of the beautiful
surrounding woodlands. We would like to come up with a
plan that we all can be proud of.”
Holman, who also owns and operates the Lake Sunapee
Country Club, noted that his ownership of the Carter
Country Club has run since the 1990s and he has strived
to keep the charm of the local course intact.
“We haven’t changed the rates we charge in over 20
years, making it as affordable
as possible. This place has
served as a babysitter for
many young people who got
dropped off in the morning
and picked up in the
afternoon learning to play
the game. We let the
Lebanon High School golf
team, both the varsity and JV
teams, use this as a home
course. It remains user
friendly to everyone.”
Those who revere the
Carter Country Club and
have played it for years check
in with their views. Lebanon
resident Tom Dupree is a
shining example.
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“I have been playing here since I was eight years old
and now I’m in my mid-50s, if that gives you some idea,”
Dupree said. “It is nice because it’s local and affordable and
easy to get on and play. You just pull in with your clubs and
get started. No tee times are needed. Do I want to see it
moved? That’s a tough one to answer. The Club House is
in disarray and needs work. I think no matter what
happens, it will be OK.”
Another regular out there on that 3000 yard golf course
is Lebanon resident Ralph Caputo. He was born in
Brooklyn, NY. and graduated from the same high school as
Presidential candidate Bernie Sanders. He moved to
Lebanon in the 1960s and is a fixture at Carter
“This is such a friendly
place and very handy for
everyone to use. This course
can be a tricky place to play.
You have to be accurate with
your shots, that is for sure. I
love being here and just
walking out and enjoying a
round of golf. We will just have
to see how things work out.”
Regardless of what lies
ahead, Carter Country Club
will remain an intricate part
of Lebanon’s charm and those
who love it are looking for
another 93 years of golf and
summer fun. n

Easy
Living.

Be independent and
secure this summer.
Independent and assisted living at its finest, at
either The Woodlands or Harvest Hill, offering
spacious apartment style homes for vibrant
seniors seeking a supported environment that
adds to their quality of life and a sense of
peace—all in the beautiful Upper Valley of New
Hampshire.

• Dartmouth College
& Medical Center
• Great Shopping
• Renowned Recreation

This summer, just relax, and do all the things you
deserve to do. When was the last time you
attended Opera North in Lebanon, The HOP in
Hanover, attended a Dartmouth game or simply
took a scenic hike? You can enjoy all that the
Upper Valley has to offer by moving to The
Woodlands or Harvest Hill.

• 4-Star Dining
Contact us to see how we can
provide you or your loved ones
with a continued quality of life
in a worry-free, age-in-place
environment.

Harvest Hill

The Woodlands

Kathy Labbe

Timothy Martin

Administrator, Harvest Hill

(603) 448-7474

Administrator, The Woodlands

(603) 448-7416

APDLIFECARE
A COMMUNITY OF CARING

www.apdlifecare.org

On the Campus of Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital in New Hampshire’s beautiful Upper Valley.

Page 20

Summer 2016

The Lebanon Times

A roun d To w n

Members of the Lebanon Crew Team pose for a team photo after a great day of racing at the Mayor’s Cup Regatta in
Providence, RI on Saturday, May 7. According to Head Coach, Carin Reynolds, there were three times the number of
entries in this year’s event vs. last year, and Lebanon had an outstanding showing. Out of the 18 races Lebanon Crew
entered, the team ended up with 4 golds, 4 silvers, 6 bronzes, three 4th place finishes and one 5th place finish.

Golf With Purpose
Announcing the Wechsler Memorial Golf
Tournament on June 8 at Eastman Golf Course.
All proceeds go to the Chamber scholarship
account. Since its inception in 1992, the
Chamber has contributed $87,000 in scholarships

to adult learners in the Upper Valley. The event
begins at 12 noon with a shotgun start. Entry fee is
$95 per player. Sponsorships are also available.
Contact Paul R. Boucher, president and CEO of
the Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce at
(603)448-1203.

Police K-9 Team of the Year
Lebanon Senior Police Officer Jeremy Perkins
and Police K-9 Max were recently named the
Police K-9 Team of the Year by the Vermont
Police Canine Association, an honor that has not
previously been awarded to an out-of-state team.
According to Cpl. Dave Dewey, who spoke
with local media about the award, Officer Perkins
and K-9 Max were chosen to receive the overall
best team award for their admirable work in
2015, which included numerous successful tracks,
drug finds, building searches, and a variety of
other tasks. In addition to their day-to-day
service in the City of Lebanon and surrounding
communities, Office Perkins and K-9 Max are
frequent participants in a variety of community
events and outreach programs.
The Vermont Police Canine Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to providing
financial assistance and training to Police
Service Dog Teams. n
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Meet Your Neighbor

Matthew Ruggles (with son, Benjamin)
Chandler Street, West Lebanon
If you had your own talk show, who would be your
first three guests?
John F. Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald, Earl Warren.
(Let’s get to the bottom of this once and for all)
Your favorite unusual food combination?
Salmon and cream cheese. Philly Roll is my
favorite sushi. I guess it is not that strange.
Favorite quote:
“To whom much is given, much is expected.”
If you could be invisible for one day, where would
you be?
The White House Situation Room
If you were stranded on a deserted island with one book,
what would it be?
Treasure Island (too ironic?); River God by Wilbur
Smith (it’s my favorite book).
You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for the
rest of your life. Which word do you choose?
“Succeed.” Never underestimate the power of
positive thinking.
What Disney character would you be and why?
Aladdin! He has Princess Jasmine, a genie for a
friend, and pet monkey... need I say more.
Would you rather plan a party or attend one?
Attend a party that I planned
Describe a collection you have now.		
I have a growing collection of pictures of my eightmonth-old son. He is adorable!
What is your first thought in the morning?
I have to pee. (You know you think it too!)
If you could erase one day in history, which would it be?
June 28, 1914 (the day the Archduke of Austria,
Franz Ferdinand, was assassinated).

Marina Liot
Messenger Street, Lebanon

Sydney Bish
Merry Lane, Lebanon

If you had your own talk show, who would be your
first three guests?
My mom, Beyoncé, and Michelle Obama

If you had your own talk show, who would be your
first three guests?
Beyoncé, Bernie Sanders, and Amy Poehler

Your favorite unusual food combination?
Peanut butter and honey on rye bread

Your favorite unusual food combination?
Coffee ice cream, salted peanuts, and maple syrup

Favorite quote:
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world.” -Nelson Mandela

Favorite quote:
“I am homesick for a place I’m not sure even exists.
One where my heart is full. And my soul is
understood.” ~ Anonymous

If you could be invisible for one day, where would
you be?
The middle of Times Square
If you were stranded on a deserted island with one
book, what would it be?
The Help
You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for the
rest of your life. Which word do you choose?
Love (because loving one another is incredibly
important).
What Disney character would you be and why?
Minnie. I have an affinity for dresses.
Would you rather plan a party or attend one?
Plan a party
Describe a collection you have now.
I have a collection of 15 or so snowglobes that I
have purchased on different trips.
What is your first thought in the morning?
That I would like to keep sleeping.
If you could erase one day in history, which would it be?
November 29th, 1864... Sand Creek Massacre
What song best describes your life right now?
Brave by Sara Bareilles

If you could be invisible for one day, where would
you be?
Sneaking into the front row of a Drake concert
If you were stranded on a deserted island with one book,
what would it be?
The Hobbit
You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for the
rest of your life. Which word do you choose?
Namaste
What Disney character would you be and why?
Merida from Brave. I would love to run around
Scotland and be best friend with my house.
Would you rather plan a party or attend one?
Plan a party
Describe a collection you have now.		
I have a collection of little elephant figures.
What is your first thought in the morning?
“Man, I wish I had gone to bed earlier!”
If you could erase one day in history, which would it be?
January 13th, 1989 (then I could meet my
grandfather)

What is your biggest fear or phobia?
Heights

What song best describes your life right now?
FourFiveSeconds by Rihanna

What song best describes your life right now?
Break On Me by Keith Urban

What is your favorite smell?
Vanilla

What is your biggest fear or phobia?
Getting into a really bad car accident

What is your biggest fear or phobia?
Getting shots/needles

If you could change one thing about the City of Lebanon,
what would it be?
I would love to create a pedestrian Main Street
with shops and restaurants.

What is your favorite smell?		
The Connecticut River for early morning crew
practice

What is your favorite smell?		
Rain on pavement in the summer
If you could change one thing about the City of Lebanon,
what would it be?
I would build a bike/pedestrian path connecting
the Lebanon, West Leb., and Hanover.

Which is your favorite restaurant?
The Lebanon Diner, because it feels like home.

If you could change one thing about the City of Lebanon,
what would it be?
Repave route 120 to Claremont

Favorite current t.v. show?
The Amazing Race

Which is your favorite restaurant?
Worthy Kitchen
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SPO T LI G H T O N O U R S P O N S O R S
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center: Anne Clemens
Anne Clemens began working in the
Communications and Marketing
Department at Dartmouth-Hitchcock
almost 5 years ago. She has also been the
Editor of the Quechee Times since 2007,
which she refers to as a “labor of love.”
She enjoys telling the stories of the
people and our community.
When time permits, Anne – an
accomplished metalsmith specializing in
sterling and fine silver jewelry – teaches
introductory metals classes to both
children and adults at the League of New Hampshire Craftsman in Hanover.
“Introducing young adults to metals, I get to observe them express their
creativity. There’s an unconstrained freedom that I think we often lose as adults.
They’re willing to make mistakes and learn from them. As a result, I remind them
(and myself) that sometimes what feels like a mistake turns into your best designs.”
In 2009, Pam Vernon, Joanne Roth, and Anne started the process of creating
a community garden for the Village of Quechee. Each of them are avid gardeners
and active in the Quechee Garden Club. They wanted to provide an opportunity
for community members to have the opportunity to grow and harvest vegetables
in a communal environment, and to share their harvest with those in need.
In the 2011, the three women established a 15-plot garden on the Quechee
Green along the bank of the Ottauquechee River. Tropical Storm Irene wiped out
the garden at the peak of the growing season. Anne says, “I will never forget
standing on The Green that morning, watching the garden we worked so hard to
establish wash down the Ottauquechee River along with propane tanks, trees, and
household items.” With a grant from the Ottauquechee Health Foundation, and
support from the Quechee Garden Club, the Quechee Lakes Landowners
Association, and the Town of Harford Parks and Recreation department, they
came back strong and now have a garden with 27 plots and 32 gardeners.
For Anne, establishing the garden was also about showing homage to her
dad’s love of gardening and the pure joy she saw when he shared his vegetables
with others.
“I’ve had young adults needing to fulfill volunteer service hours help me tend
these plots as well. The greatest pleasure I’ve gotten during this endeavor is
teaching them how to garden, just what my dad and grandfathers did. Watching
the pride on their faces when they get to take vegetables they grew to share
where their families is pure joy!”

Stonecliff Animal Clinic:
Dr. Laurie Barcelow
Dr. Laurie Barcelow is a Veterinarian
at Stonecliff Animal Clinic in Lebanon,
NH, where she has worked for the last
two years. Prior to that, Dr. Barcelow
owned and operated Country Animal
Hospital in Bethel, VT. She graduated
from Michigan State University, and
moved to South Royalton, VT with her
husband so they could be closer to his
family.
In 2012, she sold Country Animal
Hospital and had a bit more free time.
She jumped at the chance to travel with
her son when he invited her to come to
Thailand with him. There they stayed in
hostels, went back-packing throughout
the country, tried white water rafting,
even rode elephants.
When she came back, Dr. Barcelow and her husband took a road trip out
west. There they went hiking in Utah, in Zion and Bryce Canyons, and
Escalante. They continued on to Las Vegas, to a continuing education
conference, the Western Veterinary Conference, before it was off to Florida to
visit her mom, then back to Vermont.
Once back in Vermont, Dr. Barcelow began working at Stonecliff Animal
Clinic. She said, “taking a break and not being involved in running a hospital
and management; it’s kind of like a new career, just being a Veterinarian. Now
I can focus on the animals and not on the business decisions and that’s kind
of fun.”
Now, she’s using the extra time gained from not running a business, to
cultivate client relationships that are one of her favorite parts of practicing
veterinary medicine.
“[I enjoy] meeting the clients and appreciating the bond they have with
their animals. It’s so fun to see them interacting and how much they love their
animals. That relationship is so important – getting to know the people and
their pets, and you all just become family. You need to find a place you can feel
like you are family.”
Dr. Barcelow has bonded with her own collection of animals as well, two
dogs, one cat, and chickens. “Chickens are a great little backyard hobby. My
chickens are my pets and I name them.” n

We are all about music!
~ Since 1980 ~

Everything for your musical needs
Lessons: Summertime is perfect time
to learn and enjoy an instrument.
Skilled repair services.
Knowledgeable, friendly sales staff.
Accessories • New • Used
Songbooks & more!

Doug McKelvy, Owner

QUALity iNStrUMENtS FOr
BEGiNNEr tHrU PrOFESSiONAL

www.bluemtguitar.com
603.298.5829
info@bluemtguitar.com • Facebook

Colonial Plaza, rt.12A (next to LaValley’s)
West Lebanon, NH • Exit 20 i-89

Acoustic & Electric Guitars
Basses • Lapsteel Guitars
Drums • Hand-held Percussion
Ukuleles • Banjos • Mandolins
Band & Orchestra Accessories
Amplifiers and related items
Sound Systems
PA Gear
Second Floor for lessons and repairs.
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THEATER– continued from page 1

production of The Secret Garden and working on an
exciting project of his own—The Gatherwool
Theatre Company, a new professional company he’s
building in White River Junction.
“My love for musicals started way back with
North Country Community Theater. I played L’il Joe
Harper in Tom Sawyer: The Musical at the Lebanon
Opera House 23 years ago,” Jonathan said.
He returned to the Upper Valley from Chicago
last year with a plan to stay with his parents awhile
and prepare for graduate school—but as he
reconnected with old friends from the Upper Valley
arts community, his vision for the Gatherwool quickly
came to life. And while the project hasn’t come
together as quickly or easily as he’d dreamed it would,
he’s excited to be discovering new things about
himself and the place he’s coming to call home again.
“To set out on this new adventure doing the type
and quality of work I want to do, and to be able to
give it back to the community that gave it to me is
thrilling. It feels very serendipitous.”
Jonathan launched the Gatherwool’s first show at
the Briggs Opera House in White River Junction in
February. Working with professional actors from the
Upper Valley, New York, and beyond, his goal is to
“produce intimate and thought-provoking musical
theater of the highest caliber.”
Though their first show, Songs from an Unmade
Bed, met excellent reviews, they weren’t filling enough
seats—so Jonathan is taking some time to rework his
strategy and prepare for a bigger opening in October
with a more familiar musical: Little Shop of Horrors.
“We’re ‘going back to the text,’” Jonathan says of
his interpretation as the artistic director of the
Gatherwool’s productions. “The piece says something
really strong about what we’re willing to give for our
15 minutes of fame. We’re telling the deeper story
that is there, offering a new take on a familiar show.”
The new take includes three songs that were cut
from the original Broadway production, he said,
because they were deemed too dark. Jonathan’s
excited to go there.
As a way to prime the Upper Valley audience for
the big show in the fall, the Gatherwool will be
popping up this summer at gathering places and
businesses around the region with songs and brief
performances.
“We want to give people a taste of the talent
we’re bringing to the table,” he said.
And Jonathan is bringing his own talent to the
table this summer, too, with his leading role as

Jonathan Verge

Back in the day

Clint Carter, Erin Kukla, Eric Love and Stuart Williams in Gatherwool’s premiere of Songs From an Unmade Bed

Archibald Craven in North Country Community
Theater’s production of The Secret Garden.
“It’s very cathartic and very full-circle for me
having started my career with them two decades
ago,” he said.
Although he stopped performing years ago,
Jonathan said Archibald Craven is a role he’s
dreamed of playing. The musical score by Lucy
Simon is “beautiful, lush, vocal butter,” he said—in
his estimation one of the best in musical theater.
And the role lets him use his “big opera voice” and
play a brooding rather than funny character—a new
exercise for him, he said.
“I’m excited to be working with really talented
people, many of whom are also coming back to the

Reach every address
in Lebanon and W. Lebanon!
To advertise, call 603-632-9307 or
email advertise@thelebanontimes.com.
To submit photos or stories to be
considered, call 888-868-7192 or
email editor@thelebanontimes.com.

stage for the first time in a long time,” he said. “I’m
getting back to my roots, bringing the love of theater
to other people.”
After being gone for so many years, Jonathan said
he has a clear sense of excitement being back in the
Upper Valley—there’s a lot here that he never knew
about or that didn’t exist when last he lived here,
like the Parish Players and Shaker Bridge Theater,
and the many weekly farmers’ markets.
“I’m being reintroduced to the area as an adult,
knowing a lot more about what I want in my life,” he
said. “I’ve come to really understand that what I’m
trying to build is a very long-term thing. There’s still
a lifetime ahead of me.” n
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